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Abstract

This paper investigates the historical and analytical trajectory of the confrontation between
theism and naturalism. It demonstrates how naturalism, bolstered by the achievements of
modern science, gradually supplanted natural theology as the dominant worldview in
academia. This transition is traced through four historical stages: the conflict between science
and sacred texts; the denial of divine agency; the post-Darwinian rejection of the necessity for
a designer; and finally, the attempt to provide a purely naturalistic explanation of human
nature. However, the central argument is that this victory is not definitive. In recent decades,
naturalism has faced profound conceptual and empirical challenges that undermine its
fundamental pillars. On the one hand, in the realm of human existence, phenomena such as
consciousness (the “hard problem”), intentionality, free will, and rationality resist physicalist
reductionism. On the other hand, naturalistic assumptions regarding the physical world have
been shaken by new findings in cosmology (the origin of the universe and fine-tuning) and
biology (biological complexity and evidence of teleology). Ultimately, the article concludes
that these challenges not only erode the credibility of comprehensive naturalism but also pave
the way for a resurgence of natural theology grounded in scientific and philosophical
evidence.
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Introduction

Prior to the modern scientific era, the dominant intellectual worldview—from ancient

Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle to medieval thinkers—was deeply teleological

and transcendental/theological, positing that the natural world relied on a transcendent

reality. The advent of modern science did not initially negate this worldview. Early
scientific pioneers, such as Galileo and Newton, maintained a deep commitment to theism.

However, they initiated a methodological shift: explaining nature through empirical

evidence and mechanical laws rather than scriptural or purely philosophical deductions.

This approach birthed modern “Natural Theology”, wherein the order and laws of nature

were viewed as the ultimate empirical evidence for a wise Creator. Yet, over subsequent

centuries, this theology was gradually overshadowed by a comprehensive “Naturalism”
that sought to explain the entire cosmos without any reference to the divine.

1. The Four Stages of Naturalistic Expansion

The historical transition from natural theology to ontological naturalism unfolded

through four escalating stages of challenge against the theistic worldview:

e The Textual Challenge: Initially, new scientific discoveries (e.g., heliocentrism)
challenged the epistemic authority of scriptural interpretations in the domain of natural
philosophy, establishing a boundary between empirical science and religious texts.

e The Providential Challenge: As classical mechanics successfully explained natural
phenomena without invoking supernatural forces, the concept of a “causally closed”
physical universe emerged. This marginalized the idea of Special Divine Action or
miracles, reducing God’s role to a mere First Cause (Deism) and characterizing the
universe as a self-sustaining machine.

e The Teleological Challenge: The most severe blow to natural theology occurred in the
19th century with Darwin’s theory of evolution. It proposed that the apparent design
and complexity of life could be explained by blind, undirected material processes. This
allowed naturalists to argue that the universe and life were self-originating, entirely
eliminating the need for an intelligent Designer.

o The Anthropological Challenge: In its final and most radical stage, modern naturalism
expanded to naturalize humanity itself. Relying on evolutionary psychology and
neuroscience, this physicalist approach reduced human nature—including the soul,
consciousness, free will, morality, and even religious belief—to mere by-products of
blind evolutionary processes and neural mechanisms. Cognitive Science of Religion
(CSR) exemplifies this stage by attempting to render religious concepts and experiences
epistemically unjustified and redundant.

2. The Establishment of Comprehensive Naturalism

Through this historical progression, naturalism evolved from a localized scientific method

into a maximalist ontology. It is defined today by its commitment to “Physicalism” and

“Monism”. As articulated by philosophers like Jaegwon Kim and David Papineau,

comprehensive naturalism asserts that all entities—mental, biological, and social—must

be ontologically identical to, or supervenient upon, physical entities.

3. The Crisis of Naturalism: The Human and Natural Spheres

Despite its perceived absolute victory, this paper argues that comprehensive naturalism



3 From Natural Theology to Naturalism, and Back Again | Nima Narimani

currently faces profound conceptual and empirical crises on three major fronts:

e The Human Sphere (Philosophy of Mind): The physicalist project has failed to
adequately naturalize the fundamental features of the human mind. Prominent
philosophers of mind (e.g., Chalmers, Searle, Nagel) concede that the “Hard Problem of
Consciousness”—the subjective, first-person qualitative feel of experience (qualia)—
resists third-person physical reduction. Furthermore, intentionality and normative
rationality remain anomalous within a strictly material framework. Most critically,
“agent causation” (free will) poses an insurmountable challenge; human rationality
presupposes the ability to act based on reasons rather than deterministic physical laws.
Finally, evolutionary debunking arguments challenge naturalism intrinsically: if human
cognitive and moral faculties evolved solely for survival and reproduction, naturalism
undermines the very reliability of the cognitive faculties used to discover it.

» The Biological Sphere: The neo-Darwinian pillars of reductionism and purposelessness
are increasingly contradicted by modern biological discoveries. The extreme complexity
of the origin of life (abiogenesis) defies explanations based on blind chance (as noted by
Christian de Duve). Furthermore, evidence of “evolutionary convergence” (Simon
Conway Morris), “Natural Genetic Engineering” where cells purposefully restructure
their own genomes (James Shapiro), and advancements in “Systems Biology” (Denis
Noble) collectively refute the idea that life is driven solely by undirected, random
mutations.

e The Cosmological Sphere: Cosmology presents perhaps the most formidable challenge
to naturalism. Historically favoring a static and eternal universe, naturalists were
unsettled by the discovery of the Big Bang, which points to a temporal beginning of the
cosmos. More importantly, the discovery of the “Fine-Tuning” of the universe—where
fundamental constants and initial conditions are delicately balanced to permit life (e.g.,
Martin Rees’s “Six Numbers”)—strongly implies teleology. The primary naturalistic
rebuttal, the “Multiverse hypothesis”, is highly problematic; it completely lacks
empirical evidence and radically violates Occam’s Razor by positing infinite
unobservable entities to avoid a single Creator.

Conclusion
The intellectual trajectory of the confrontation between theism and naturalism has
reached a critical historical juncture. The narrative depicting naturalism as the ultimate
and unshakeable triumph of science is incomplete and empirically flawed. The profound
anomalies resisting physicalist reduction in human consciousness and agency, combined
with the teleological implications of biological complexity and cosmological fine-tuning,
deeply destabilize the naturalistic worldview. Naturalism can no longer be assumed as the
default stance of modern rationality. Instead, these scientific and philosophical challenges
open a legitimate and necessary space for a “New Natural Theology”—a worldview that
engages profoundly with the latest scientific discoveries to offer a more coherent and
comprehensive understanding of reality.
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Abstract

The existential problem of evil is a crisis that theists experience when confronted with
unjustifiable suffering. Using a descriptive-analytical method and an interdisciplinary
approach (philosophical, psychological, and theological), the present study investigates the
causal structure of this problem. It demonstrates that the existential problem of evil possesses
a multi-layered structure in which "belief" functions as an "intrinsic element” and a mediating
factor between the "occurrence of evil" and its "emotional-behavioral consequences”. By
focusing on this intrinsic element, this paper presents the foundational requirements and the
necessary theoretical framework for designing any practical solution, such that emphasis is
placed on the changeable factor (beliefs) without falling into the essence-accident fallacy.
Consequently, the present analysis provides a solid theoretical foundation for the idea that
overcoming the crisis requires transforming theoretical knowledge into existential belief and
employing practical techniques for internalizing meaning in suffering. This transition, as a
transformation in the lived pattern, encompasses the entirety of the individual's being.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The existential problem of evil, distinct from a purely propositional formulation,
constitutes a crisis in the semantic structure of a theistic individual. In this crisis,
foundational religious beliefs—when confronted with experienced suffering—are no
longer perceived as mere theoretical ambiguities, but as direct threats to psychological
integrity and faith identity. Such a crisis simultaneously implicates cognitive (collapse of
the interpretive framework), affective (existential anxiety, sacred anger), and conative
(paralysis of the will or rebellion against God) dimensions. The central question is
whether intervening in the belief system can mitigate the affective-behavioral
consequences of encountering evil. Adopting a "functional problem-analysis" approach,
this study views the crisis not as a propositional contradiction, but as a functional
dysfunction within the individual's interpretive system. Employing an interdisciplinary
analytical-descriptive method, the study synthesizes Albert Ellis's ABC model, George
Mavrodes's philosophical analysis, and the existentialist tradition (Kierkegaard's inward
appropriation and Frankl's lived meaning).

1. Conceptual Framework: Redefining "Belief" in the Existential Realm

Moving beyond the prevalent propositional conception, this paper defines "belief" as a
dynamic, three-level system: Level 1 (B1), foundational frameworks or abstract
cosmological assumptions; Level 2 (B2), situational evaluations and interpretations that
function similarly to Belief (B) in the ABC model; and Level 3 (B3), identity-defining
beliefs manifested in concrete life patterns that have solidified into existential
dispositions (hexis). The crisis begins when a suffering event (A) challenges the
foundational framework (B1), which generates destructive situational interpretations
(B2) and, if sustained, leads to the formation of a devastating existential belief (B3).
Affective-behavioral consequences (C) are the ultimate output of this process, not its
starting point. Therapeutic intervention reverses this process by targeting Level B2.

2. Critique of Current Approaches: Four Erroneous Paths

In the philosophical tradition, conceptualizing the existential problem of evil as a
multidimensional experience has frequently fallen into four missteps: (1) focusing on
affective outcomes rather than the essence of the problem, given that the essence lies in
the interaction between the event (A) and the belief system (B), with emotions being
downstream effects; (2) reducing belief to mere propositions, thereby degrading
"interpretive dysfunction” to "propositional contradiction”; (3) intervening at an
inappropriate belief level (B1), where offering theoretical theodicies to restore
cosmological assumptions often proves futile during acute crises; and (4) intervening at
the correct level (B2) but with insufficient depth, such as applying purely verbal cognitive
exercises that fail to integrate with a coherent semantic system capable of addressing
ultimate questions.
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3. Demonstrating the Causal Role of Belief

To prove the causal role of belief, this paper advances a logical argument grounded in the
classical distinction between sufficient and partial causes: if the mere encounter with evil
were the sufficient cause of the crisis, everyone would necessarily experience it, whereas
empirical reality demonstrates otherwise. Thus, exposure to evil is merely a partial cause,
requiring an internal factor (the belief system) to become sufficient. The contrasting
reactions of Viktor Frankl and Elie Wiesel to identical suffering—one displaying resilience
through an existential attitude, the other experiencing the collapse of his faith
framework—demonstrate that the belief system is an indispensable element in explaining
responses to evil. In semantic crises, contextual factors, where they exert influence,
ultimately operate through the belief system; for the essence of such a crisis is
interpretive rather than merely affective. Consequently, the outcome is determined by the
interaction between the external event (A) and the belief system (B), replacing (A — C)
with (A A B) — C, thereby establishing belief as an intrinsic component of the sufficient
cause.

4. Theoretical Foundations: From Mavrodes's Philosophical Analysis to Ellis's
Cognitive Model

Mavrodes's analysis serves as the philosophical point of departure. Viewing the problem
of evil as inherently dependent on the subject's belief structure, Mavrodes demonstrates
through the suffering of Job that Job's anguish was not merely a consequence of external
adversity, but stemmed from the incompatibility of his foundational beliefs with the
reality of suffering. Mavrodes identifies the resolution not in a theoretical theodicy, but in
practical action toward transforming conflict-generating beliefs. At the psychological
level, Ellis's ABC model shows that events (A) do not cause distress in themselves; rather,
interpretive beliefs (B) determine affective and behavioral responses (C). Extending this
model to existential crises necessitates redefining belief health based on three functional
criteria—cognitive-semantic, affective-resilience, and conative-functional—rather than
mere logical truth.

5. Practical Solution: Cognitive Restructuring at the Optimal Locus of Intervention
The paper identifies Level (B2) as the optimal point of intervention. Situational
evaluations are consciously accessible and amenable to revision compared to B1 and B3,
and structurally serve as a bridge connecting objective events (A), foundational
frameworks, and existential beliefs. Intervening at this level prevents the entrenchment of
destructive existential beliefs while safeguarding the core semantic system. This process
requires focusing on the intrinsic, modifiable element at B2 while simultaneously
engaging the cognitive, affective, and conative domains. The practical solution entails a
transition from theoretical knowledge to existential belief—a process wherein the
individual, through repeating constructive interpretations within lived practices,
gradually transforms their interpretive pattern, replacing despair with resilience. In
changeable conditions, this reconstructed belief fosters social agency; in unchangeable
conditions, it serves as a shield to preserve dignity and meaning.
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Conclusion

The primary finding is that the core of the existential problem of evil lies not in suffering
itself, but in the interaction between an activating event and an impaired belief structure.
The theoretical contribution is the formulation of a three-level model of belief and the
designation of situational evaluations (B2) as the optimal locus of intervention. This
model conceptualizes the crisis as a functional dysfunction in the individual's interpretive
system rather than an abstract contradiction, and locates its resolution in the gradual
restructuring of interpretive patterns. The practical framework derived from this model
facilitates a transition from theoretical knowledge to meaning-generating existential
belief. Thus, while external evil remains largely beyond human control, choosing an
interpretive framework belongs to human agency and existential responsibility. This
framework outlines a prospective trajectory for future research in the philosophy of
action and existential therapies.
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Abstract

The phenomenon of the separation of consciousness from the physical body has been one of
the most mysterious and, at the same time, most enduring human experiences throughout
history. This paper compares two important approaches in this regard. On the one hand,
“mystical disembodiment” (also called voluntary death) in the illuminationist, as a spiritual
habitus, is considered the culmination of a willful, philosophical wayfaring and is
predominantly active and agentive. On the other hand, “out-of-body experience” (OBE) in
contemporary empirical approaches is often described as a “natural occurrence”, passive and
accidental. The main issue of the research is to analyze these two approaches and explain the
essential differences between them, despite their apparent similarities. This analysis, which
was carried out with a descriptive-analytical approach and in a comparative manner, showed
that “mystical disembodiment” in Suhrawardi’s thought is an active, voluntary, teleological act
and is completely included in a coherent metaphysical system that can also lead to epistemic
“certainty”. In contrast, the “out-of-body experience”, according to the analysis of
contemporary empirical approaches, is a largely passive phenomenon, devoid of teleology,
and suspended in an “interpretive vacuum” between neurological data (requiring
neurophenomenology) and realist approaches. The results of the research show that the main
difference between these two analyses can be proposed in four key axes: 1. agency (voluntary
versus passive), 2. teleology (epistemically oriented versus purposeless), 3. ontology (vertical
journey to the Mundus Imaginalis versus horizontal journey in the physical world), and 4.
explanatory power (the capacity of Suhrawardi’s model to resolve the deadlocks of the realist
approach).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The phenomenal experience of consciousness detaching from the physical body is one of

the most enigmatic phenomena addressed across both classical wisdom traditions and

contemporary empirical paradigms. However, contemporary comparative studies
frequently conflate the scientific concept of “Out-of-Body Experience” (OBE) with the
state of “mystical disembodiment” (khal® al-badan) found in Illuminationist (ishraqi)
philosophy, relying merely on superficial phenomenological similarities, such as
autoscopic vision. Critiquing this methodological reductionism highlights profound
ontological and epistemological divergences between the two. Therefore, the present
study shifts the focus from a classical inquiry into the “immateriality of the soul” towards

a thorough examination of their respective nature, structure, agency, and teleology.

1. Theoretical Foundations and the Nature of Mystical Disembodiment in

Suhrawardi

In Suhrawardi’s luminous ontology, mystical disembodiment is not seen as accidental or

anomalous; rather, it is an active, perfection-oriented (istikmali) act grounded in the

concept of “voluntary death” (al-mawt al-iradi). Within this systematic framework, the

“marshalling light” (al-nir al-ispahbudi), through rigorous ascetic discipline, liberates

itself from the constraints of the “tenebrous temple” (al-haykal al-zulmani), achieving the

station of “spiritual habitus” (al-malaka rihaniyya). This process allows the individual to
transition from acquired knowledge (al-‘ilm al-hustli) to direct knowledge by presence

(al-‘ilm al-huduri). Although managerial and conscious attachments are temporarily

suspended, the vital bond with the body remains intact. This enables the Illuminationist

philosopher to perceive the World of Lights and subsequently return to govern the
physical body.

2. Out-of-Body Experience in Contemporary Empirical Paradigms

Conversely, contemporary cognitive sciences define an OBE by three phenomenological

markers: the feeling of disembodiment, an autoscopic perspective, and altered self-

location. The prevalence of this phenomenon in the general population is estimated at

10% to 20%. Recent reviews, including Moix et al. (2025), report that over 80% of cases

are completely involuntary and spontaneous. Explanations remain polarized across three

principal paradigms:

1. Neurobiological approaches, which emphasize the disruption of multisensory
integration (e.g., electrical stimulation of the right temporoparietal junction [TP]] by
Blanke et al. (2022));

2. Psychological approaches, which treat the phenomenon as a trauma-induced defense
mechanism or an illusory “fantasy body” arising from sensory deprivation (Blackmore
1982);

3. Realist approaches, which cite instances of “veridical perception”—such as Charles
Tart’s target identification experiments and the AWARE Il study (Parnia et al., 2023)
documenting lucidity during cardiac arrest and isoelectric EEG—to infer the
prospective non-reducibility of consciousness to neural substrates.
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3. The Explanatory Gap and the Imperative of Neurophenomenology
Despite delineating neural correlates, neuroscience struggles to clarify the ontological
nature of anomalous instances, particularly veridical perceptions during cortical silence.
This leads to a profound “explanatory gap”. In this context, Francisco Varela’s
neurophenomenology offers a crucial methodological bridge, establishing a reciprocal,
dialectical circulation between third-person quantitative neurodata and disciplined first-
person phenomenological accounts. From this perspective, Suhrawardi’s cultivated,
systematic noetic experiences are not unscientific artifacts; rather, they provide rigorous
first-person phenomenological data that can critically enhance and complement reductive
laboratory findings.

4. Comparative Analysis of Fundamental Distinctions

A comparative analysis reveals that mystical disembodiment and OBE differ along four

essential axes:

1. Agency: Mystical disembodiment is an active, volitional act grounded in personal
cultivation, whereas an OBE is predominantly passive, spontaneous, and occurrence-
driven.

2. Teleology: Mystical disembodiment is an intentional, epistemically oriented
mechanism for attaining direct knowledge by presence, whereas contemporary OBE
lacks an inherent teleological vector.

3. Ontological Destination: Mystical disembodiment represents a vertical ascent from
the material domain to the Mundus Imaginalis (‘alam al-mithal) and the realm of
immaterial lights, whereas an OBE remains predominantly a horizontal projection
restricted to spatiotemporal, physical coordinates.

4. Explanatory Framework: mystical disembodiment is embedded within a coherent
metaphysical system capable of resolving the challenges posed by empirical realism,
whereas reductive accounts remain entangled in conceptual impasses.

Conclusion

Contrary to superficial interpretations, out-of-body experiences and mystical

disembodiment are fundamentally distinct phenomena, each with its own structure and

purpose. The primary contribution of this comparative inquiry lies in demonstrating how

Suhrawardi’s multi-layered ontology—especially the intermediate realm (Mundus

Imaginalis)—can help bridge the explanatory gap in contemporary Western realist

paradigms. This approach offers a non-reductive, rational framework for understanding

phenomena in which conscious states operate independently of immediate somatic neural
substrates.
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Abstract

Do religious sentences have factual content and refer to some religious reality? One answer to
this question is formulated in terms of the moderate attitude theory. According to this theory,
religious sentences conventionally express both non-cognitive states, such as emotions, and
cognitive content, thereby expressing the speaker’s religious belief. Michael Scott argues that
all attitude theories, including the moderate attitude theory, must provide an account of the
attitudes corresponding to religious sentences in a way that be capable of accommodating the
distinctions and nuances among such sentences. According to Scott, however, providing such
an account poses a serious challenge for these theories, and is more difficult for them than for
attitude theories in ethics. In this paper, I argue that, insofar as the moderate attitude theory
takes the content of religious sentences to consist of both a cognitive and a non-cognitive
component, it can assign the explanatory burden of accounting for the distinctions among the
diverse and varied religious sentences to the cognitive component. Thus, either the moderate
attitude theory does not face Scott’s challenge in the first place, or, if it does, it can readily
meet it. | further argue that this formulation of the moderate attitude theory does not
diminish the value or significance of the non-cognitive component in the content of religious
sentences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Whether religious utterances possess cognitive content stands as one of the foundational
questions in contemporary philosophy of religion. Standard responses have historically
divided into cognitivist accounts, which treat religious utterances as truth-apt
descriptions of reality, and non-cognitivist accounts, which analyze religious discourse as
expressing non-truth-apt attitudes, emotions, or practical commitments. More recently,
hybrid semantic theories have gained prominence by proposing that religious utterances
conventionally combine both cognitive and non-cognitive dimensions.

Among these hybrid accounts is Michael Scott’s moderate attitude theory (Scott
2013, 2015). According to this view, religious sentences conventionally express both
cognitive beliefs regarding religious facts and non-cognitive mental states (such as
emotions, devotion, or evaluative attitudes). However, Scott himself raises a major
internal challenge against attitude-based approaches: because attitude theories appeal to
non-cognitive states to explain religious meaning, they must provide an account of
attitudes fine-grained enough to accommodate the immense variety and subtlety of
religious discourse. Scott argues that this task is far more challenging in religious
language than in ethics (Scott 2013; van Roojen 2004).

This paper argues that Scott’s challenge rests on a presupposition that moderate
attitude theory is not obliged to accept: that the explanatory burden of fine-grained
semantic differentiation must fall entirely upon the non-cognitive component. Once the
cognitive and non-cognitive components are formally distinguished, Scott’s objection
either dissolves or imposes no greater burden on religious semantics than it does on
moral expressivism.

1. Taxonomy of Religious Content and the Nature of Moderate Attitude Theory
To clarify the debate, Scott outlines several competing paradigms:

1. Face-Value Theory (Pure Cognitivism): Religious sentences function semantically
like ordinary descriptive sentences, expressing straightforward beliefs about
theological states of affairs.

2. Absolute Non-Cognitivism: Religious utterances lack religious cognitive content
entirely, expressing solely emotive, practical, or affective stances (Braithwaite
1975).

3. Religious Expressivism: Sentences express non-cognitive attitudes primarily,
carrying descriptive or non-religious content only secondarily.

4. Moderate Attitude Theory: Sentences conventionally express both cognitive and
non-cognitive content simultaneously.

Scott illustrates this dual structure using Simon Blackburn’s analysis of slurs and thick
concepts (e.g., kraut), where a single utterance conveys both a descriptive proposition and
a derogatory non-cognitive stance. By parity of reasoning, a religious claim such as “God is
merciful” expresses both a proposition concerning divine mercy and a distinct non-
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cognitive orientation toward that theological reality.

2. Scott's Objection
According to Scott, a robust theory of religious meaning must account for the semantic
differentiation between fine distinctions, such as “God is merciful” versus “God is
generous” (Scott 2013, p. 11). If an attitude theory relies on non-cognitive attitudes to
construct meaning, it appears forced to assign a distinct, finely tailored attitude to each
distinct theological sentence, leading to an unwieldy and ad hoc taxonomy of mental
states.
This paper identifies and distinguishes four possible readings of this objection:
1. The Semantic Differentiation Reading: Can an attitude theory account for why two
distinct religious sentences have different meanings?
2. The Contentual Adequacy Reading: Are non-cognitive attitudes sufficiently rich to
match the conceptual complexity of theological assertions?
3. The Theoretical Economy Reading: Does accommodating this diversity require an
implausibly bloated taxonomy of non-cognitive states?
4. The Positive Account Reading: What positive characterization can be given to the
non-cognitive component if it is not sentence-specific?

3. The Moderate Attitude Theory and the Differentiating Role of Content

The paper demonstrates that Readings 1, 2, and 3 share a flawed presupposition: they
assume that the non-cognitive component must independently execute the work of
semantic differentiation. Under moderate attitude theory, this assumption is gratuitous.

We can model the semantic content of any religious sentence Sas an ordered pair
consisting of a cognitive component (C) and a non-cognitive component (NC):

Content(S) = (C'NC)

Consider the two sentences:

e S;:“God is merciful” = (Cpercitu’ NC)

e S,:“God is generous” = (Cgenemus' NC)
Since two ordered pairs (a,’ b;)and {a,’ b,)are distinct if and only if a; # a,or b; # b,, the
difference in cognitive truth-conditions (Cperciful # Cgenerous) 1S fully sufficient to
guarantee semantic divergence between S;and S,. Consequently, the non-cognitive
component NCcan remain invariant across distinct sentences without threatening
semantic individuation.

This model explains why absolute non-cognitivism suffers under the articulation
problem while moderate attitude theory is immune: where cognitive content is absent,
NCmust bear the entire differentiating load; where cognitive content is preserved,
semantic differentiation is handled by standard propositional semantics.

4. Moderate Attitude Theory and Some Candidates for the Non-Cognitive
Component

Addressing the fourth reading—the demand for a positive, non-trivial account of NC—the
paper demonstrates that moderate attitude theory requires only a general, invariant
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attitude. Drawing on continental phenomenology and apophatic traditions, plausible
candidates include:

o Praising: Following Jean-Luc Marion (2012), praise marks an intentional, non-
predicative relation to the divine phenomenon that exceeds conceptual
containment.

e Praying: Following Jacques Derrida (1992), prayer operates as an address,
commitment, and radical openness toward the transcendent and the unnamable.

o Devotion and Submission: A general stance of worshipful reverence and existential
commitment toward transcendent reality.

Any of these unified candidates allows moderate attitude theory to account for the non-
cognitive dimension across varied discourses without proliferating ad hoc attitudes.

5. Does Moderate Attitude Theory Marginalize the Non-Cognitive Component?

A critical counter-objection is whether this division renders the non-cognitive component
epiphenomenal—reducing moderate attitude theory to standard cognitivism with a
decorative add-on.

The paper refutes this objection by distinguishing semantic differentiation from
explanatory indispensability. The non-cognitive component does not differentiate
between individual descriptive contents; rather, it distinguishes religious discourse as a
whole from merely detached descriptive assertions. While the cognitive component
governs truth conditions, the non-cognitive component explains the speaker’s practical,
existential, and liturgical stance toward the transcendent.

Conclusion

Scott’s articulation problem does not undermine moderate attitude theory. By
reallocating semantic differentiation to the cognitive component, the theory retains
theoretical parsimony, resists reductionism, and preserves the unique hybrid nature of
religious language.
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Abstract

This study addresses the question of how Nathan Séderblom—a prominent historian and
phenomenologist of religion—interpreted revelation within religion. While Western
scholarship has previously examined Séderblom's position on revelation, the present research
distinguishes itself through its comprehensiveness and its critical engagement with divergent
scholarly interpretations. The study is organized around several axes: the relationship
between revelation and religion in S6derblom's science of religion, the origin of revelation, the
types of revelation, and its continuity throughout history. Together, these axes yield a
comprehensive account of revelation in his science of religion. The paper concludes that
Séderblom's interpretation of revelation, though grounded in a Christian framework—
particularly in its claims regarding the centrality of revelation in religion, the origin of
revelation, and divine self-disclosure in Jesus—nonetheless contains innovative elements. In
this innovative reading, revelation is located at a higher level of human consciousness and is
situated along the axis of religious genius. Furthermore, revelation is construed as the central
marker of his discourse, and the point of encounter among religions, and its traces can be
extended to so-called primitive religions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Revelation is an issue that comes up often in the context of Christian theology, although it
is actually a very significant issue in theology as a whole and in philosophy as well. For the
adherents of the Abrahamic religions, the concept of the absoluteness and infiniteness of
God presupposes that the full knowledge of the infinite can only be achieved through
revelation, which is taken to mean an action that occurs from the will of the infinite. In
Christian theology, this knowledge has been contrasted with the natural knowledge that
can be achieved through rational analysis of the order of nature. Nathan Séderblom’s
viewpoint, which is in contrast to rationalist approaches, would seem to be worth
considering. One notable reason for the focus on this thinker in the current research is
that he was highly influential and a major contributor to the history of religions discipline.
It is also notable because his concept of revelation is one that comes from a
phenomenologist of religion.

1. The Connection Between Religion and Revelation

One of the most important problems considered in the current paper pertains to the
connection between religion and revelation. It is worth mentioning that two major
distinct approaches to the problem appeared during the nineteenth century, which was
the intellectual period when Soderblom developed his theory. According to the first
approach, revelation was treated as a fictitious or illusory notion that could not find its
place in religion. This approach assumed that so-called primitive peoples did not have
enough development to have the sense of transcendence that should be perceived
through revelation. However, the second approach suggested considering revelation as a
key element of religion, as it was based on the fact that primitive and civilized peoples had
similar mental qualities and that it was possible to identify the proofs of awareness of the
transcendent in primitive religions. Under such conditions, Séderblom, using his
classification of religions as religions of revelation and religions of culture along with
evidence of the existence of revelation in primitive religions in the modern scientific
literature, places the revelation at the center of religion and considers it to be the highest
form of religious elements.

2. The Source of Revelation

Another important debate in this study is connected with the topic of the source of
revelation. The nineteenth-century scholars confined the notion of revelation to the
human sphere, viewing it as a result of physical phenomena. Their position was based on
the ideas of evolutionism, reductionism, and materialism. Meanwhile, other scientists
disputed these premises since the question of religious experience was attested among
different people throughout history. Therefore, they emphasized that the source of
revelation should be viewed as coming from God, who reveals Himself to humans through
self-disclosure. Speaking of this controversy, Soderblom emphasizes the presence of
religious experience of significant figures in the history of humanity and argues that
reality is too diverse to be described in terms of one principle or to fit into any one
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framework of interpretation.

3. The Nature of Revelation

Another issue addressed in this study concerns the nature of revelation. With the rise of
critical biblical scholarship in the nineteenth century, two approaches to revelation
emerged: propositional and non-propositional. The propositional approach is based on
traditional Christian theology, which regards revelation as the set of propositions
regarding the activities and purposes of God transmitted to humankind in a supernatural
way. From this perspective, revelation consists of eternal and timeless truths embodied in
the teachings of the Church and in Scripture. On the other hand, the non-propositional
approach represents a certain breakthrough in the conception of revelation among
modern theologians. It regards the reduction of revelation to a set of propositions or
verbal statements concerning the nature of God as an unduly narrow perspective.
Revelation is instead understood as God'’s self-disclosure, through which God enters into a
personal relationship with human beings. This approach can be examined in several
interrelated axes, including presence, experience, history, and divine love. Séderblom’s
position is more closely aligned with the latter view. He conceives of revelation as
extending beyond the confines of Scripture and, more fundamentally, as divine self-
disclosure. In a position broadly consonant with Schleiermacher’s, he maintains that God’s
self-disclosure is through individual religious experience. However, taking the concept of
genius into account while describing the process of revelation, Séderblom presents his
own version of revelation which differs from Schleiermacher’s and other theologians’
conceptions.

4. The Continuity of Revelation

The last problem to be discussed in the current study is the continuity of revelation
throughout history. From the viewpoint of traditional supernaturalism, based on religious
doctrine, revelation is considered to be a thing of the past, not the present. Within this
paradigm, revelation is transmitted from generation to generation by means of Scripture
and tradition. On the other hand, in the nineteenth century, a few theologians confirmed
the continuity of revelation throughout history as the basis of religion, which is a living
reality not bound by rational doctrines or theological propositions. Séderblom, drawing
on the notion of the living God and identifying traces of revelation even within so-called
primitive religions, develops a position broadly consonant with that of Schleiermacher.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that revelation is associated with the highest forms of
human consciousness and is centered on religious genius. Revelation also functions as the
central element within the discourse of religion, providing a point of convergence among
diverse religions. Furthermore, signs of revelation can also be found in primitive religions.
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Abstract

Skeptical theism, now regarded as one of the most important responses to evidential
arguments from evil, rests on the Principle of Epistemic Limitation, which may be briefly
formulated as follows: If theism is true, then, given our cognitive limitations, we should be
skeptical of our ability to attain, in every situation, a detailed and comprehensive
understanding of all of God’s reasons and plans for organizing the world. One common way of
defending this principle is to appeal to analogies. This article analyzes and evaluates two
prominent examples: Wykstra’s parent analogy and Alston’s chess analogy. First, it argues
that, despite its considerable prominence in the skeptical theist literature, the parent analogy
is not particularly successful in representing the epistemic gap between humans and God,
because comparing an adult human being to a nine-month-old infant presents an exaggerated
picture of the human cognitive condition. The article then reconstructs the chess analogy and
shows that it offers a more apt representation of the epistemic gap between humans and God,
since, unlike the parent analogy, it depicts this gap within a framework of shared rules and
concepts while preserving the possibility of limited knowledge. Nevertheless, this analogy,
too, faces difficulties when employed as an analogical argument, since relevant disanalogies
between its source and target domains weaken its argumentative force, and it cannot, on its
own, provide sufficient support for the Principle of Epistemic Limitation. Accordingly, by
distinguishing between the argumentative and clarificatory functions of analogies, the article
concludes by proposing that these analogies be used not as analogical arguments but,
alongside independent arguments advanced by skeptical theists, as illustrative devices for
eliciting intuitive understanding.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Skeptical theism, a major contemporary response to the evidential problem of evil, rests
on what this article calls the Principle of Epistemic Limitation (PEL): given our cognitive
limitations, it is epistemically appropriate to doubt that, in every situation, we are capable
of attaining a detailed and comprehensive understanding of all God’s reasons and
purposes. One way of rendering this limitation intelligible is through analogy, most
notably Stephen Wykstra’s “parent analogy”. This paper argues, however, that William
Alston’s “chess analogy” is less vulnerable to several difficulties facing the parent analogy
and has received insufficient attention in the skeptical theism literature. It reconstructs
the parent analogy and its principal objections, then identifies the relative advantages and
limitations of the chess analogy. More fundamentally, it argues that even the strongest
analogies lack sufficient independent argumentative force to establish PEL. Their proper
role, then, is to clarify and illustrate rather than to prove.
1. The Parent Analogy
Wykstra’s parent analogy, originally connected with his Condition of Reasonable Epistemic
Access (CORNEA), is central to skeptical theism literature. Its basic thought is that, just as
an infant is often unable to grasp a loving parent’s reasons for permitting painful
experiences, finite human beings should not expect to grasp all the reasons available to an
omniscient, omnipotent, and perfectly good God. On a minimal reading, the analogy gives
intuitive force to rejecting a characteristic noseeum inference: from “I can see no God-
justifying reason for this evil” to “probably there is no God-justifying reason for it.”

The article argues that this minimal reading is more defensible than Wykstra’s
enriched version, which appeals to a morally deep rather than a morally transparent
world and to goods lying in the distant future. These additions make the analogy more
ambitious but tie it to controversial claims about the moral structure of the world.

Critics, especially Rowe, Russell, Dougherty, and Wielenberg, reverse the parent
analogy. A loving and powerful parent would normally remain present to a suffering child,
offer reassurance, and, where possible, explain the point of the suffering. By analogy, if
God had morally sufficient reasons for permitting horrendous suffering, one might expect
sufferers to receive some awareness of those reasons or of God’s comforting presence.
The skeptical theist’s reply is that God may have morally sufficient reasons for divine
silence or hiddenness beyond our epistemic reach. Yet this reply is legitimate only if PEL
has independent support; otherwise, appealing to PEL to defend the analogy risks begging
the question.

More fundamentally, the parent analogy faces three difficulties. First, an adult
human is not cognitively comparable to an infant, while a finite, fallible parent is not
metaphysically comparable to an omniscient and omnipotent God. Second, the analogy
draws part of its force from the specifically Christian image of God as Father, limiting its
cross-traditional reach. Third, its affective and normative structure imports parental
duties of presence, consolation, care, and explanation into an epistemological question
about human access to divine reasons.
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2. The Chess Analogy

Alston’s chess analogy offers a more promising model. A novice who cannot discern a
good reason for a grandmaster’s move is not thereby justified in concluding that no good
reason exists. The novice’s failure may reflect a difference in strategic insight and depth of
calculation, capturing the skeptical theist’s point without portraying humans as
conceptually impoverished infants.

Its chief advantage is that novice and grandmaster occupy a shared, rule-governed
framework. Both know the rules and the general aim of the game, and the novice may
assess some moves, yet the grandmaster grasps strategic relations beyond the novice’s
horizon. Likewise, human beings need not lack all moral concepts or positive knowledge
of divine purposes; their limitation concerns access to the full network of goods, evils,
consequences, and relations that might figure in God-justifying reasons. The chess analogy
therefore preserves limited positive epistemic access, focuses on epistemic superiority
rather than affective relationship, and reduces the pressure toward negative theology.

Nevertheless, it too has important limitations. A grandmaster remains a finite
human agent; chess does not capture the existential gravity of real suffering; the novice-
grandmaster gap is in principle reducible through training and explanation, whereas the
God-human cognitive gap is regarded as fundamental; and chess expertise is partly
practical know-how, while the issue here concerns understanding reasons that might
justify divine permission of evil.

3. Analogy as an Illustrative and Clarifying Device

The article’s final proposal is that neither the parent analogy nor the chess analogy, nor
analogies of this general kind, has sufficient independent argumentative force to establish
PEL. Relevant similarities between source and target domains remain contestable, while
relevant disanalogies prevent any straightforward transfer of conclusions.

Yet the analogies need not be discarded. Their proper role is to clarify and illustrate
rather than to prove. Used alongside independent, non-analogical arguments for skeptical
theism claims, they can make the human epistemic position before God more intelligible,
render cognitive distance vivid, and suggest why epistemic humility may be reasonable in
some cases. Once the distinction between argumentative and clarifying functions is
explicit, the standards of evaluation also change: an analogy need not independently
establish a conclusion, but should provide a relevant, intelligible, and non-misleading
representation of the epistemic situation. Since no single analogy captures every
dimension of the God-human cognitive relation, complementary analogies may offer a
more balanced picture, although the danger of anthropomorphism remains.

Conclusion

The chess analogy is comparatively more successful than the parent analogy because it
models epistemic asymmetry within a shared conceptual framework and is less culturally
and emotionally loaded. Even so, neither analogy can bear the argumentative weight often
placed upon it. PEL should therefore rest on independent, non-analogical considerations,
while analogies should function as aids to understanding—windows through which the
limits of finite human cognition in relation to divine reasons become more vivid and
intelligible.
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Abstract

Prophetic infallibility is a central issue in Shi‘i theology and plays a decisive role in the
credibility of revelation and legitimacy of prophethood. Among rational arguments for
infallibility, the “Argument from Trust” is significant because it rests on a psychological and
social principle: the purpose of prophethood can be fully realized only when people have
absolute trust in the prophet, and such trust requires complete infallibility in belief, religious
rulings, and conduct. Using an analytical-critical method, this study examines three major
objections to this argument. The first claims that trust is possible without complete
infallibility by comparing prophets with non-infallible scholars or experts. This analogy is
invalid, since prophets differ fundamentally in mission, verifiability of error, and scope of
influence. The second objection holds that infallibility entails compulsion. In response, the
study distinguishes essential impossibility from extrinsic impossibility and argues that
infallibility is the perfection of free will, arising from intuitive knowledge and divine love, not
a denial of agency. The third objection concerns the argument’s limited evidential scope. This
is answered by explaining infallibility as a firmly rooted moral disposition operative in all
circumstances; even private sins or pre-prophetic faults would undermine public trust and
prophetic dignity. The findings show that the Argument from Trust can establish the
comprehensive infallibility of prophets in religious, epistemic, and social dimensions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Prophetic infallibility (‘isma) is a central doctrine in Shi‘i theology because the credibility
of revelation, the legitimacy of prophetic mission, and the possibility of reliable divine
guidance depend upon it. If a prophet were liable to error in belief, in receiving or
transmitting revelation, or in conduct related to religious leadership, public confidence in
his message would be weakened. Among the rational arguments for prophetic infallibility,
the Argument from Trust (burhan al-wuthiiq) has a special status. It is based on a
psychological and social principle: the purpose of prophethood, namely the complete
guidance of humanity, can be fulfilled only when people have full trust in the prophet.
Such trust requires the prophet’s protection from sin, error, forgetfulness in religious
matters, and any action incompatible with the dignity of divine leadership. This paper
analytically and critically examines the main objections raised against the Argument from
Trust.

1. The Argument from Trust

The Argument from Trust can be summarized as follows: God sends prophets to guide
human beings; guidance requires people to accept and follow the prophet’s teachings with
confidence; such confidence is possible only if the prophet is fully reliable in belief,
speech, and conduct; therefore, the prophet must be infallible. Nasir al-Din al-Tusi
formulates this point concisely: the prophet must be infallible so that trust may be
obtained and the purpose of prophethood fulfilled. Although the argument may initially
seem to prove only infallibility in receiving and conveying revelation, a deeper analysis
shows that trust in revelation cannot be separated from trust in the prophet’s whole
personality. Testimonial knowledge depends on the credibility, honesty, and cognitive
reliability of the speaker. If a prophet could commit deliberate sins or serious errors in
other areas of life, people would reasonably doubt his integrity and reliability in
transmitting revelation. Trust in a prophet is therefore holistic and cannot be artificially
divided into isolated domains.

2. First Objection: Trust without Complete Infallibility

The first objection claims that complete infallibility is unnecessary for trust. People trust
scholars, jurists, physicians, and other experts despite knowing that they are fallible.
Thus, it is argued, people may also trust a prophet who possesses great knowledge and
moral excellence without being absolutely infallible. The article responds that this
objection rests on a false analogy. Trust in ordinary experts differs fundamentally from
trust in prophets. Experts work within human disciplines, and their errors can usually be
evaluated, corrected, or compared with the views of other specialists. A prophet, however,
is the primary receiver and transmitter of divine revelation. If error were possible in this
domain, the community would have no independent criterion for distinguishing divine
truth from prophetic mistake. Moreover, the consequences of error are not comparable. A
physician’s or jurist’s mistake is limited and often correctable, whereas an error in
prophetic revelation could misguide an entire community for generations. Therefore,
ordinary trust in fallible specialists cannot justify trust in a fallible prophet. The paper
also rejects the claim that social trust normally begins from an initial presumption of
reliability. Such a presumption may apply to everyday interactions, but it cannot be
extended to claims of revelation, divine command, and salvation. These claims require
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stronger epistemic guarantees, as shown by the role of miracles and proofs in prophetic
missions.

3. Second Objection: Infallibility and Compulsion

The second objection argues that if infallibility excludes every possibility of sin, it must
imply compulsion. If God prevents the prophet from sinning by force, the prophet’s moral
perfection loses its value, and he no longer acts as a free agent. Some Qur’anic warnings
addressed to prophets are also taken to imply that sin is genuinely possible for them. In
response, the article distinguishes between essential impossibility and extrinsic
impossibility. Sinning is not essentially impossible for a prophet, as a logical contradiction
is impossible. Rather, it becomes extrinsically impossible because of the prophet’s
intuitive knowledge, deep love of God, and firmly rooted spiritual disposition. The
prophet retains the power to sin, but no effective motive for sin arises within him.
Infallibility is therefore not the denial of freedom but the perfection of free will. It is an
inward perfection of will, not an external coercion. Moreover, Qur’anic warnings to
prophets can be understood as rhetorical, instructional, or addressed through the prophet
to the community. They express the seriousness of sin and shirk without implying actual
liability to commit them.

4. Third Objection: The Limited Scope of the Argument

The third objection states that even if the Argument from Trust is valid, it proves only
limited infallibility, such as infallibility in public conduct, after the beginning of the
prophetic mission, or in transmitting revelation. It allegedly cannot prove infallibility in
private life, before prophethood, or in ordinary affairs. The paper replies that infallibility
is not merely an external pattern of behavior but a stable moral and cognitive disposition.
Such a disposition cannot be divided into public and private spheres. If a person could sin
in private, this would indicate the absence of the inner perfection required for prophetic
authority. Private wrongdoing also affects character and may eventually appear in public
conduct. Similarly, sins before the prophetic mission would damage later trust, because
trust is shaped by a person’s history and reputation. Even repentance does not necessarily
erase all psychological and social effects of past wrongdoing. Prophetic leadership
requires a person whose purity and reliability are present from the beginning. Regarding
ordinary mistakes, the article emphasizes that any error affecting religious guidance,
public confidence, or the prophet’s exemplary role cannot be considered insignificant.
Since the prophet is not only a transmitter of revelation but also the practical model of
divine guidance, his conduct must sustain complete confidence.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the objections raised against the Argument from Trust fail to
undermine its logical and theological force. The analogy between prophets and ordinary
experts is invalid; infallibility does not entail compulsion; and the argument, properly
understood, supports comprehensive prophetic infallibility. Trust in a prophet is holistic,
epistemically foundational, and socially decisive. Therefore, the Argument from Trust can
establish the necessity of prophetic infallibility in religious, epistemic, moral, and social
dimensions. It remains a strong rational basis for defending the Imamite doctrine that
prophets must be protected from sin, error, forgetfulness in religious matters, and any
conduct incompatible with divine guidance.
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Abstract

The concept of "anti-meaning” or "negative meaning" has emerged as a novel idea in
contemporary philosophy and discussions about the meaning of life. Scholars such as Metz,
Landau, and particularly Nyholm and Campbell have explored and expanded on the theory of
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present.
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Introduction

The concept of “anti-meaning”, or “negative meaning”, has recently emerged as an
important topic in contemporary philosophical discussions on the meaning of life.
Traditional approaches to the meaning of life have generally focused on a binary
distinction between meaningful and meaningless lives. According to this traditional
framework, a life either possesses meaning or lacks it. However, this distinction seems
insufficient for explaining cases in which a person’s life is not merely empty of meaning
but appears to move in an opposite direction, containing elements that actively
undermine or destroy meaning. The concept of anti-meaning attempts to describe this
negative dimension of human existence. Several contemporary philosophers, including
Thaddeus Metz, Iddo Landau, and especially Samuel Nyholm and Stephen Campbell, have
contributed to the development of the theory of anti-meaning. Previous discussions have
mainly formulated anti-meaning within normative theories of meaning of life, such as
objective, subjective, goal-based, and hybrid theories. The present paper develops a
different approach by reconstructing anti-meaning at a meta-normative level. Instead of
asking what specific values or goals make life meaningful, it investigates the fundamental
meanings of “meaning” itself and examines how the opposite of each meaning can
generate a distinct understanding of anti-meaning.

1. The Concept of Anti-Meaning in Contemporary Philosophy

The contemporary discussion of anti-meaning begins with the idea that some lives and
actions cannot be adequately described as merely meaningless. Metz argues that certain
actions possess a negative dimension of meaning rather than simply lacking meaning. For
example, a life involving severe harm or destructive actions may be considered worse
than an ordinary meaningless life because it contains an active contribution to negative
outcomes. Similarly, Landau argues that some lives, such as the life of Hitler, cannot be
adequately categorized as merely lacking value; rather, they represent lives with
significant negative value. Nyholm and Campbell provide one of the most systematic
analyses of anti-meaning. They distinguish between two models. The first is the defeater
model, according to which anti-meaning consists of elements that reduce or cancel
positive meaning. In this model, anti-meaning functions as an opposing force that can
eventually eliminate meaningfulness. The second is the counterforce model, which
considers anti-meaning as a negative dimension of meaning itself, allowing a distinction
between different degrees of meaningless lives. According to this model, some lives are
not simply empty of meaning but are directed toward the opposite of meaningfulness.

2. Anti-Meaning and the Meaning of Life as Purpose

The first interpretation of meaning examined in the article is meaning as purpose. Many
philosophical approaches understand the meaning of life as having a central aim or
direction. A meaningful life, in this sense, is a life organized around significant goals and
actions directed toward achieving those goals. Based on this interpretation, anti-meaning
should not simply be understood as the absence of goals. A person may fail to achieve a
goal while still living a meaningful life if their actions remain directed toward a coherent
purpose. Therefore, anti-meaning requires something stronger than ordinary
purposelessness. It occurs when a person’s life contains fragmented, contradictory, or
self-defeating goals. A person whose aims continuously conflict with each other, or whose
actions systematically undermine their central purpose, experiences a form of anti-
purpose. This interpretation presents anti-meaning as a structural failure in the
organization of human life. The problem is not necessarily the content of the goal,
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whether subjective or objective, but rather the inability of goals and actions to form a
coherent direction.

3. Anti-Meaning and the Meaning of Life as Value

The second interpretation considers meaning as value or significance. Within this
framework, a meaningful life is one that possesses positive value, while anti-meaning
corresponds to negative value. A life becomes anti-meaningful when its overall
contribution is characterized by destructive, harmful, or negative values. This does not
necessarily imply a simple numerical calculation of positive and negative values. Rather,
anti-value can be understood through qualitative differences between values. Certain
forms of harm, such as systematic destruction of human dignity or extensive violence,
may possess a negative weight that cannot be balanced by superficial positive
achievements. The paper also considers subjective, objective, and hybrid interpretations
of value. From a purely subjective perspective, difficulties arise because a person may feel
satisfaction while engaging in objectively harmful activities. Therefore, a more
comprehensive account requires considering both subjective attitudes and objective
values. Anti-meaning becomes especially clear when positive psychological engagement is
directed toward objectively negative activities.

4. Anti-Meaning and the Meaning of Life as Intelligibility

The third interpretation understands meaning as intelligibility. According to this view, the
question of the meaning of life concerns whether human existence can be understood
within a coherent framework that connects important aspects of life, including origin,
purpose, value, suffering, death, and destiny. From this perspective, anti-meaning is not
simply the absence of understanding. Lack of understanding may involve uncertainty or
incomplete knowledge, whereas anti-meaning involves active contradictions within a
person’s fundamental worldview. A life becomes anti-meaningful when its central beliefs,
commitments, and interpretations are internally incompatible. Examples include
situations in which a person simultaneously denies objective moral values while making
moral judgments as if such values objectively exist, or when a person accepts a worldview
that contradicts the practical structure of their life. Therefore, anti-meaning in this
framework is a form of anti- intelligibility: a disruption of the coherence that allows
human existence to be interpreted as an integrated whole.

Conclusion

This article argues that anti-meaning should not be limited to a specific normative theory
of meaning in life. Instead, it can be reconstructed at a meta-normative level through
three fundamental interpretations of meaning: purpose, value, and intelligibility. Each
interpretation produces a distinct account of anti-meaning. When meaning is understood
as purpose, anti-meaning consists of fragmented, contradictory, or self-defeating goals.
When meaning is understood as value, anti-meaning refers to a life characterized by
negative value. When meaning is understood as intelligibility, anti-meaning emerges
through fundamental contradictions that undermine the coherence of one’s life narrative.
This approach demonstrates that anti-meaning is not merely a secondary problem within
theories of meaning of life. Rather, it reveals a deeper structure within the concept of
meaning itself and provides a broader philosophical framework for understanding why
some lives appear not only meaningless but actively opposed to meaning.
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Abstract

Jurisprudential pluralism, as one of the most consequential theoretical achievements in the
history of Islamic thought, raises a fundamental question: can this paradigm be extended
beyond the domain of jurisprudence (figh) into the spheres of doctrine (i‘tigadat) and
speculative theology (kalam)? Employing an analytical-comparative method, the present
study examines the epistemological and theological foundations of the doctrines of juristic
fallibility (takhti’a, prevalent in the Imami tradition) and juristic infallibility (taswib, the
position affirming the correctness of every qualified mujtahid, prevalent in the Sunni
tradition), and advances two principal arguments. First, jurisprudential pluralism—insofar as
it is predicated upon the theory of takhti’a—is rooted in the recognition that the jurist (faqth)
is liable to error notwithstanding the methodological rigor of his endeavor. Second, the
rational grounds undergirding takhti’a—among them the distinction between truth itself and
the apprehension of truth, the principle of divine justice (the rational repugnance of
punishment in the absence of prior declaration(qubh al-‘iqab bila bayan)), the concept of
authoritativeness (hujjiyya) as binding (munajjiz) and excusing (mu‘adhdhir), and the
fallibility of the non-infallible persons—are susceptible of extension to the doctrinal domain.
The taswib position, by contrast, lacks such capacity for extension on account of its relativist
entailments and the rational impasses it generates—chief among them the conjunction of
contradictories (ijtima‘ al-naqidayn) and preference without a preponderating ground (tarjih
bila murajjih). The study's central finding is that, on the basis of the ethics of belief and a
theistic ethics, the speculative theologian (mutakallim), no less than the jurist, having
exhausted his epistemic capacity, is—in the event of unintentional error—excused (ma‘dhiir)
and in possession of an authoritative proof (hujja). This approach, while safeguarding the
singular truth of religion, lays the groundwork for constructive dialogue and peaceful
coexistence among the Islamic schools of thought in the contemporary age.

Keywords
jurisprudential pluralism, religious pluralism, juristic fallibility (takhti’a); juristic infallibility
(taswib); ethics of belief
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the field of religious and jurisprudential studies, one of the most significant epistemic challenges
is the question of plurality in religious understanding. In the contemporary pluralistic world, a
fundamental question arises: can a pluralistic approach be identified within the corpus of Muslim
thinkers' views—one capable of extension to all domains of religious knowledge, particularly the
spheres of doctrine (i‘tigadat) and speculative theology (kaldm)? Raising this question, the present
paper seeks, by examining the theories of takhti’a (juristic fallibility) and taswib (juristic
infallibility) in the principles of jurisprudence (usul al-figh), to demonstrate that jurisprudential
pluralism has deep roots in the Islamic tradition and can serve as a theoretical foundation for
embracing religious pluralism in the domain of doctrine. The author's principal hypothesis is that
for over a thousand years, Muslim jurists—both Shi’i and Sunni—have adhered to a view that may
be termed "jurisprudential pluralism,” and that this view, in its Shi'i model—namely, the theory of
takhti’a—is susceptible of extension to all religious knowledge, and in particular to the domain of
doctrine and speculative theology.

1. Definition and Foundations of Jurisprudential Pluralism

Jurisprudential pluralism, in its more moderate form, signifies the acceptance of plurality in
jurisprudential interpretations and the validation of divergent juristic endeavors (ijtihaddt)—this
being the theory of takhti’a. In its more extreme form, this concept holds that truth in
jurisprudence may itself be plural, and that the differing opinions of mujtahids may all be
simultaneously correct—this being the theory of taswib. The foundations of jurisprudential
pluralism may be examined along four principal axes: epistemological (the plurality of human
understanding of religious texts and its connection to the ethics of belief), theological (its
connection to divine justice, rational good and evil, and divine grace), foundational principles of
jurisprudence (the possibility of multiple real rulings in taswib or the validity of divergent
apparent rulings in takhti’a), and social (a response to Islamic societies' need for flexibility and a
foundation for toleration and peaceful coexistence among the schools of thought).

2. The Theories of Takhti’a and Taswib

Within the Islamic jurisprudential tradition, two central theories have been advanced to account
for disagreement among jurists. The theory of takhti’a—the position of Shi’i jurists—rests on the
conviction that for every eventuality there exists a single real ruling established by God, which the
mujtahid endeavors to discover; this endeavor, however, may culminate in either error or
correctness. The crucial point in this theory is that the jurist, in the event of error, is excused
(ma‘dhiir) and indeed meritorious (ma’ir). Shi'i jurists have consistently maintained a distinction
between "the Shari’a (religion)" and "the understanding of the Shari’a (religious knowledge)."

The theory of taswib—the prevailing position among Sunnis—signifies the affirmation of
the correctness of all mujtahids' juristic endeavors, in the sense that every mujtahid, in his ijtihad,
attains the real ruling. Shi’i jurists, invoking the principle of the impossibility of the conjunction of
contradictories (ijtima‘ al-naqidayn) and the impossibility of preference without a preponderating
ground (tarjih bilda murajjih), reject the theory of taswib, maintaining that legal rulings are
contingent upon real interests and harms (al-masalih wa-I-mafasid), not upon the opinion of the
mujtahid.

3. The Possibility of Extending the Theory of Takhti’a to the Domain of Doctrine

The author maintains that there is no reason for the theory of takhti’a to remain confined to the
domain of jurisprudence. The most important grounds for extension are that the arguments
advanced by Shi'i jurists in establishing the theory of takhti’a possess, by their very nature, the
capacity for extension to the domain of doctrine. In the drama of takhti’a, there are two principal
actors: the jurist, or the human epistemic agent, and God, or the divine agent. The ethics of belief
require that the epistemic agent, in every domain of knowledge, exert his utmost scholarly effort;
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this is his epistemic duty. Should he fulfill his duty and yet fail to attain the truth, he is excused—
indeed, meritorious. Divine ethics likewise require that God, being just, not impose upon human
beings a burden heavier than their capacity, in accordance with the principle of the rational
repugnance of punishment in the absence of prior declaration (qubh al-‘igab bila bayan). These
two principles—the ethics of belief and divine ethics—operate equally in the domain of
jurisprudence and in that of doctrine. The author supplements this discussion with the rational
arguments underpinning the theory of takhti’a: (1) the distinction between truth itself and the
apprehension of truth—religious truth is one and absolute, yet human apprehension of it may be
plural; (2) the foundation of divine justice—the principle of qubh al-‘igab bila baydan and the
distinction between intentional and unintentional error justify the excusability of the erring
mujtahid; (3) the concept of authoritativeness (hujjiyya)—an authoritative proof (hujja) in
jurisprudence is defined as that which, when the mujtahid acts upon it, renders him excused and
justified in that act, even if it does not correspond to reality; (4) the theory of infallibility (‘isma)—
in Shi’i thought, infallibility is established solely for the infallibles, while other human beings,
including mujtahids, remain liable to error. This principle provides a rational justification for the
excusability of the erring mujtahid, and the same logic obtains in the domain of doctrine.

4. An Examination of the Objections to Extension

Opponents of extension advance two principal arguments. First, the essential difference between
rulings and doctrines: doctrinal principles are of the nature of veridical propositions (al-qadaya al-
haqiqiyya), whereas jurisprudential rulings are of the nature of conventional constructions
(i‘tibariyyat). In response, the author notes that jurisprudential rulings are likewise "conventional
constructions corresponding to reality" (i‘tibdriyydt nafs al-amriyya), which refer back to real
interests and harms, and are therefore reality-oriented. Furthermore, the process of takhti’a
depends upon the principle of "epistemic duty,” not upon whether the content of knowledge is
conventional or veridical in nature. So long as the possibility of epistemic error in understanding
persists, the theory of takhti’a remains operative. Second, the difference in importance: doctrinal
principles constitute the "roots of religion" (ustl al-din), while jurisprudential rulings constitute
the "branches of religion" (furii‘ al-din), and error in doctrinal matters is more consequential. In
response, the author argues that this consideration merely renders the criteria of inquiry more
stringent; it does not render error impossible. Even under the most stringent standards, the
human being remains fallible, and therefore divine justice requires that he be excused in the event
of unintentional error.

Conclusion

The central problem of this study is the possibility of religious pluralism and its capacity for
extension to all Islamic knowledge. The findings indicate that the answer to both pivotal questions
is affirmative. Within the Islamic jurisprudential tradition, clear evidence exists for the acceptance
of a form of pluralism in the guise of the theories of takhti’a and taswib. The most significant
finding of the research, however, is the possibility of extending the theory of takhti’a to the domain
of doctrine—an extension grounded in robust epistemological foundations rooted in a profound
appreciation of the limitations of human knowledge. The key point in this extension is the
distinction between truth and the apprehension of truth: religious truth is one and absolute, yet a
valid and justified apprehension of that truth may be plural. This subtle distinction opens the way
for accepting plurality in understanding, without thereby culminating in relativism about reality
and truth. This approach is not only theoretically coherent but can also serve to address many
practical challenges in the contemporary Islamic world, inasmuch as the acceptance of the
possibility of plurality in understanding doctrinal principles—while preserving the essential
frameworks of religion—can facilitate constructive dialogue among the Islamic schools of thought
and their peaceful coexistence, offering a middle path between absolute dogmatism and extreme
relativism.
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Abstract

This paper seeks to present an argument against Swinburne's two-fold greater-good defense
against the argument from divine hiddenness. According to this argument, the gratuitous
theological, philosophical, and moral costs of this defense prevent it from being a reasonable
resort. Some of these costs arise from the structure of this defense, which consists in
accepting all the premises of the argument and adding an additional premise to block the
conclusion, while other costs stem from the explicit and implicit claims of that added premise.
The theological costs of this defense include: the lack of moral value of prophets, the
possibility of punishment for nonbelievers who mistakenly think they are honest agnostics,
and the necessity of assuming an unbridled version of universalism. The philosophical costs
include a form of metaphysical necessitarianism and entanglement in an epistemological
dilemma, according to which either there is no honest agnostic, or theists will not succeed in
their responsibility to guide nonbelievers toward theism. Attributing an inappropriate moral
theory to God and sacrificing some individuals for a greater good are among the moral costs of
this defense. Given these costs, it can be concluded that this defense is not a suitable way to
respond to the argument from divine hiddenness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The argument from divine hiddenness is one of the most influential contemporary
arguments against the existence of a personal God. In its recent formulations, John L.
Schellenberg’s argument focuses on the existence of nonresistant nonbelief. Schellenberg
argues that a perfectly loving personal God would seek a personal relationship with all
persons who are capable of such a relationship and who do not resist it. Since belief in
God is a necessary condition for such a relationship, and since such belief must be based
on sufficient evidence, a perfectly loving God should ensure that sufficient evidence for
divine existence is available to every capable and nonresistant person. The existence of
people who lack such evidence while remaining genuinely open to a relationship with God
therefore appears incompatible with the existence of a perfectly loving personal God. One
important strategy for responding to Schellenberg is to accept the premises of his
argument while adding a further premise intended to block its conclusion. These
responses are generally formulated as greater-good defenses. According to such defenses,
God may have sufficient reasons for withholding sufficient evidence for belief in God
because doing so makes possible some good that would otherwise be unavailable, or
prevents some greater evil. The distinctive feature of greater-good defenses is therefore
the claim that divine hiddenness is necessary for the realization of a greater good. Richard
Swinburne’s proposed greater-good is particularly significant because he develops a
distinctive two-fold response. In the first fold, he argues that the existence of nonresistant
nonbelief is necessary for genuine moral freedom. A person who had sufficiently strong
awareness of God’s existence, together with awareness of divine reward and punishment,
would have a powerful motivation to choose the good, thereby losing an important form
of moral freedom. According to the second fold, the greater good available to believers
consists in their responsibility and opportunity to guide nonbelievers toward belief in
God. The present study argues that, despite the ingenuity of this strategy, Swinburne’s
two-fold defense imposes substantial theological, philosophical, and ethical costs.

1. Theological Predicaments

The first set of difficulties is theological. The paper begins by examining the relationship
between Swinburne’s account of moral freedom and the moral status of prophets and
other paradigmatic religious figures. If strong belief in God significantly diminishes
authentic moral freedom, then prophets should possess less moral freedom than ordinary
believers. This creates tension with the traditional understanding of prophets as morally
exemplary figures. The problem is sharpened by the theological literature on
impeccability and freedom, since the attempt to preserve both impeccability and genuine
freedom already constitutes a difficult theological problem. The case of Satan provides an
even more direct counterexample: despite his exceptionally strong awareness of God, his
knowledge does not eliminate the possibility of temptation or rebellion. Thus, strong
belief or awareness of God does not appear sufficient to remove morally significant
choice. The second theological problem concerns self-deception, culpable nonbelief, and
punishment. Swinburne distinguishes true agnosticism, whose existence is required by
the greater-good defense, from nonbelief produced by self-deception, which is culpable
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and may result in punishment. The paper argues that these commitments are difficult to
reconcile. A related problem arises from the possibility of postmortem compensation for a
lost relationship with God. If a nonresistant nonbeliever has not culpably rejected God,
justice appears to require compensation for the relationship that was unavailable during
earthly life. Yet granting such compensation generates difficulties for believers as well,
since believers may likewise claim that their particular level of relationship with God was
partly determined by circumstances beyond their control.

2. Philosophical Predicaments

The second major category consists of philosophical difficulties, especially those
generated by Swinburne’s second fold. The continued existence of nonbelievers must be
necessary, since if believers successfully converted all nonbelievers, the first greater good
would disappear, while there would no longer be nonbelievers to whom the second good
could be directed. This generates a problematic modal structure. The second fold also
generates an epistemological dilemma. For believers to have a realistic prospect of
guiding nonbelievers toward theism, they must have access to sufficient reasons for
theistic belief. If these reasons are merely personal, their ability to persuade others is
limited. If, however, the reasons are publicly accessible and sufficient for anyone who
encounters them, then the existence of genuinely nonresistant nonbelievers becomes
difficult to maintain.

3. Moral Predicaments

Finally, the paper identifies ethical difficulties. Greater-good defenses are structurally
consequentialist because they justify withholding an epistemic good in terms of a valuable
consequence, such as moral freedom. In Swinburne’s case, this raises the question of
whether God may permissibly deprive some people of an important good for the sake of
another good. The problem becomes particularly serious once culpable self-deception and
postmortem punishment are incorporated into the theory. Some individuals may believe
that their nonbelief is genuine and morally appropriate while in fact being culpable and
destined for punishment. They would thereby become unintended victims of the divine
arrangement.

Conclusion

The paper therefore concludes by drawing on anti-theodicy considerations. Swinburne’s
defense risks adopting an excessively consequentialist moral framework, treating some
individuals instrumentally for the sake of a larger good, and attributing to God a moral
theory that is itself questionable. The possibility that people may be mistaken about the
status of their own nonbelief, combined with the possibility of punishment, makes the
moral cost especially severe. The paper ultimately concludes that the two-tier greater-
good defense is burdened by interconnected theological, philosophical, epistemological,
and ethical difficulties. These costs do not necessarily establish that the defense is
formally inconsistent, but they significantly undermine its plausibility as a satisfactory
response to divine hiddenness.
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Abstract

The rise of the CSR and the identification of cognitive mechanisms involved in the formation
of religious beliefs have given rise to an epistemic challenge known as EDAs. These arguments
posit that religious beliefs are products of mechanisms evolved for survival (fitness) rather
than for discovering the truth—making them “off-track” and thus lacking epistemic
justification. This study aims to formulate a foundational response to this challenge, centered
on the theory of “knowledge by presence” (al-ilm al-hudiiri) in Mulla Sadra’s transcendent
philosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya). The research method is descriptive-analytical, utilizing
library resources. The findings indicate that EDAs rest on the presupposition of
representationalism; that is, they assume religious belief is fundamentally a form of mental
representation. By contrast, in transcendent philosophy, the truth-tracking core of religious
belief is grounded in the soul’s immediate knowledge by presence of its existential poverty
and intrinsic dependence upon the Source of being. Unlike representational knowledge (al-
Glm al-husili), such knowledge by presence is neither representational in nature nor the
product of mediated cognitive mechanisms, and is therefore immune to evolutionary
debunking. Accordingly, EDAs can challenge only the propositional and reflective dimension
of religious belief, whereas its presentational core lies beyond their scope.

Keywords

evolutionary debunking arguments (EDAs), cognitive science of religion (CSR), knowledge by
presence, transcendent philosophy, existential poverty
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of CSR in recent decades has shifted the inquiry into the origins of
religious beliefs into the empirical domain, demonstrating that such beliefs are the
products of evolved cognitive mechanisms (e.g, HADD and ToM). Although causal
explanations do not logically entail the falsity of a belief, their integration with
evolutionary epistemology has posed a formidable challenge known as EDAs. The core
premise of EDAs is that natural selection has optimized cognitive mechanisms exclusively
for reproductive success and survival, not for truth-tracking. Since, according to critics,
there is no necessary link (a “Milvian Bridge”) between the survival value of religious
beliefs and their objective truth, these beliefs are “insensitive” to mind-independent truth
and lack epistemic justification. In response to this challenge, mainstream replies in
analytic philosophy of religion (such as Plantinga’s Reformed Epistemology) share an
unspoken premise with EDAs: “Representationalism.” Both sides presume that religious
belief is inherently a form of mental representation or conceptual imaging of reality. By
applying Mulla Sadra’s “Knowledge by Presence” (al-ilm al-hudiri) to transcend the
representationalist paradigm, this research demonstrates that the truth-tracking core of
religious belief remains immune to evolutionary debunking.

1. Cognitive Genealogy and the Structure of EDAs

EDAs highlight the gap between survival and truth. For instance, Sharon Street’s
“Darwinian Dilemma” argues that evolutionary forces shape beliefs based solely on
adaptive function. Unlike commonsense beliefs—where truth-tracking aids fitness by
preventing physical harm—religious beliefs lack this bridge. Mechanisms like HADD are
inherently hypersensitive and produce systematic errors (false positives) that are
adaptively beneficial for survival but epistemically false. The resulting inference is that
religious belief, as a byproduct of error-prone mechanisms, lacks justificatory grounding.

2. Mulla Sadra’s Turn: From Acquired Representation to Existential Presence

EDAs dismantle religious belief entirely only if knowledge of the Divine is exclusively
acquired, mediated, and representational (al-ilm al-hustili). Transcendent Philosophy (al-
hikma al-muta‘aliya) shatters this exclusivity by positing the fundamental dichotomy
between acquired knowledge and knowledge by presence. In knowledge by presence,
reality itself is present to the knower without the mediation of mental concepts, thereby
eliminating the subject-object duality. In Mulla Sadra’s system, knowledge of the Divine is
grounded in an ontological apprehension of the causal relationship—namely, the
contingent being's pure relationality, i.e., copulative existence (‘ayn al-rabt) to the
Necessary Being. Accordingly, the foundation of religious knowledge possesses a three-
layered structure:

The First Level (Ontological Presence of Poverty): The most fundamental layer is
not an epistemic state, but the very mode of the effect's existence. The existence of the
effect in relation to its cause is sheer dependence and essential ontological need (al-faqr
al-wujidi).

The Second Level (Simple Knowledge by Presence): Based on this ontological
presence, a non-intentional, simple knowledge (al-ilm al-basit) by presence emerges
wherein the knowledge is identical to the known. The soul directly and immediately
apprehends its own existential poverty and essential dependence on the Absolute
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Richness. In this realm, there is no perceptual intermediary, rendering systematic error
impossible.

The Third Level (Compound and Intentional Acquired Knowledge): Beyond
simple knowledge, the soul can direct intentionality toward its poverty, conceptualizing it
into propositional and acquired frameworks (e.g., theological concepts).

Relying on this structure, it becomes evident that neural and evolutionary
mechanisms do not serve as “efficient causes” (al-‘illa al-fa‘iliya) in the genesis of religious
belief; rather, they merely act as “preparatory causes” (al-illa al-mu‘idda). Evolutionary
pressures have merely polished the mirror of human perception, but the source of light
reflecting in this mirror (i.e., the intuition (shuhud) of poverty) is rooted in the existential
reality of the soul, not in the adaptive processing of the brain.

3. Epistemic Immunity of the Presentational Core and Evaluating Challenges

This research argues that EDAs exclusively debunk beliefs generated by representation-
producing cognitive processes. Since the core of religious belief in Mulla Sadra’s
anthropology is an unmediated existential disclosure (al-inkishaf al-wujidi) rather than a
conceptual representation, EDAs are restricted to the acquired layer and cannot debunk
the presentational layer. In evaluating this claim, two major challenges are anticipated
and addressed:

The False Attribution Challenge: Critics might argue that what is termed the
intuition of poverty is merely a cognitive processing error—a false attribution of internal
bodily states to a transcendent agent. The response is that false attribution is only
meaningful in acquired knowledge, where an inferential gap exists between subject and
object. In knowledge by presence, no external data is exchanged for the mind to
misprocess into a false positive; in this domain, the knower and the known are unified.

The Pluralism Challenge: How can the astonishing and sometimes contradictory
diversity of religious beliefs be reconciled with an infallible, shared presentational core?
Based on the principle of “substantial motion” (al-haraka al-jawhariyya), the existential
perfection of human souls leads to varying degrees of truth-tracking intensity and clarity
in this disclosure. The plurality of religions, therefore, does not negate the core intuition;
rather, it is the effect of the differing degrees of existential perfection among souls,
coupled with the inherent limitations in translating and interpreting that pure existential
apprehension (i.e., al-ilm al-basit in Sadra’s terminology) into conceptual, linguistic, and
cultural acquired constructs (i.e., al-ilm al-murakkab).

Conclusion

EDAs, due to their reliance on a reductionist, representation-centric presupposition, fail to
evaluate the epistemological totality of religion. The application of Mulla Sadra’s theory of
knowledge by presence demonstrates that the truth-tracking core of religious belief—
namely, the unmediated intuition of existential poverty and essential dependence on the
Divine origin—serves as an infallible existential disclosure that is entirely immune to
evolutionary debunking. The findings of cognitive science merely explain the biological
origins of the external, conceptual layer of religion; a layer whose ultimate validity is
borrowed not from evolutionary mechanisms, but from the foundational, pre-existing
knowledge by presence.



0 & ug.:MML.&A;ﬁ

v YYFYAY . a0 V00 0l 5 b «(FA oly) ps osled ¢yl gy Jlu
i‘_ _1_15}3 ): ‘;ﬁ«a"}g I

https://doi.org/10.30497 /prr.2026.249925.2098 <

23 (EDAS) Syl eSS glad¥obenl o350 1503 55U sles @l ot 5 (55 502 oo
adlecn Cns>

Y‘_;J:..,a} BY Y- R) \ub'dé.p pewmdaen

VE O/ 0/VF 1 b VECF/NVV sl s

oS>

Sl Slees s slapsl GSUSE 53 e RS Sl pluld 5 s sl aile b
(23 Saysb &8 Wl e LidVawl opl .ol o (EDAsS) Ul LSS sladVowl olge b oabiics
G el s CaSo 5 Gyl e BB oy b Ml Gl @ (ol Sl v s (sl )
EDAs « das_e 0Lss Jhash glaasl . Lleds @j;,fé\a;uu.wcu 3 Wesls 5 ol Jdosim s 5 o
CS o Lol el ol (5lu o guad C‘:'M)‘\ IPSERET] TR LSO J S PR N VR PEown dj\ﬁ@;u})‘p DR 2
el Sl gl et oo 4 31515 (Soals 5 93575 D @ el )l oo (23 3k ladels s cadlas
5 d, S o Bda by s b Sl 5 Jee> Y LS EDAS ool ply 23,8 0 513 JelSS JUal o ,me 3 55 o)
Dl o 05 WAVl pl Jgas 5,003 51 0T (65 gum donn

Lo jlguds

(mh.safizadeh@ut.ac.ir) .0l 03 Ol o515 ¢ oyl IS ¢ s aiuds (g 285 (g gl . )
(asirimansour@ut.acir) (J s sk ) 0l gl o3 Ol o82ils ¢ Ls QUL (s add 058 slowl LY

YY-


https://doi.org/10.30497/prr.2026.249925.2098
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0987-5850
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7375-2241

Y i g esligi | adlee cooSim 3 (EDAS) Sdlal ol slad Vol o) i v 13l sladpily ot 5 (5550 oo

dodds .\

3 e &S 350 o s adlles 5 ol bbb s 03 UL glaans 5o s ol o sls sk
0Kt ss 315 b eS AREST 5 25 (53,008 4 (oIS s B o el 51 s (sla sl ol
SIS 53 Jos bt gl cOlael ple 5 JulSS mlisdlss slaslpl 3 6o e bois oo
S Lo (bl Gagtmnd Jmames |y (s 355 JUSSE 3 s pg diles ST plald 1y o5 slaysb
Sl 5 @y (Boyer 2001, 17) <ol esls JK& ool sbadases 55 i Bl Jo sl 1) Ll eSS
)‘}Lﬂ&r.@?‘éukffw a Calale 0315 o dntins 1) OLudl 23 &8 S o byma |y U s Jule asels
o3 syl OIS Bus o Vs 55 (63 4 Lo a3 L el ol L(Barrett 2004, 31-44)
LSS sladVaul glge b polre ands losl 5s & Klodd sabdcd me s jlade) Ll ol
s o el T Sl

s S Gaa |y s sl sL Bds Lot o S sladis G s Slal olSS (slad ¥
Sl il ) gl (2 yme SIS S g Vi) (ol (53550 s 38 pame Loyl ool (6,55 ol b
el Al b b ol i CES Gl 4 ccl o ST W Gl L LS Slaes S b
Lood g o] 5 b ga (Gl oS Wlos S S 0Ll (85 53 1) (2laysl JlSS la)lid o5 S e JN
S by Cou opl s § 5 Sy (Street 2006, 121-22) Ll3slo 8 olayst Logyd & cdiles 5
G372 Sy T Go 5 ol (35,1 Olo 4 Wiz go 55 0 55 L3 La sl 1o S 535 0bskee o sk
O ke JRe e slansl O s sbasl o3 S S o IVl Ll asl wdls 3525
LS o A5 Silet glallas 5 dioes Sl iy BIS HADD dile olagesslSo 5 63,10 3925 (550
5 ool Gl @ Cond 05 3 (5,8 K wul b 8 (ol ol (Wilkins and Griffiths 2012, 2, 7)
g Kal g 25 me a5 BB La sl ol (AEL sl o

Tl DA el 0l C)la.a s o2 arndd 53 godane sas SGgy Al ol @ Gl 2
2> Sk LS e IVl T 5 S psgie 4SS L o el Bzl el sl ol ulidind s
b s gl Wi s Gl SOV 5 by in dsl axge 5 ol ((JVdoul dalis @ 5L gk Al S e
S das LS Wles 7 AN 55 @ 5 SHVS . (Plantinga 2000, 179) &S Jos (¢l 7 b Gollas 5 cnile
WL b Sl 25 dpe Ll e b SESLL sl L LS & s s pgle glawily
Sdo (Llodds 53IL Caanlg3 5 55,563 &S 44k Oler (J> ol b (Clark and Barrett 2010, 185-89)
Sladal b o das 0L WSS 5 3pde Snise 2Bkl Czly 55 gl ol Sl e G
Bdao (50 il g5 o iS5 T 0lex L sk Ly olezel B o 4 o ol il JulSS i3l
.(De Cruz and De Smedt 2015, 190) Joled s 1) a2 50 sla 5L dd 6

Spta (8500 S gl 5 Gl Ol el el Gl als o el ol s ol (sl D
Sy 53U SlaanilSn S oslizal b a3 oy ol (283 bbb g 51 BIS sy 55k oS ol ) o
Lol b iyl cllas candls b ba old3l ool LT a8 sl ol sl s 3md 0l 53 35l o oanly )



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg Yvy

O 53 JalSs 2 S0l 45 d3ls a3l g 51 Ll &8 Ak &dls 5975 i jme 51 6,505 ol S
e 4k b cadbis S os el hals i o il 25 las ol oy al S ol
2 03V s ol Bl Wle 53 pad o) s dauly Ogd Condly > 4 (o oo 53 s e Sl ()
3y i Lalal el Sl sadVotl 5 3t o ol alns 5 oo /o3 S8 5

el 03 8 ) o oMl a5 s LS ple 05155 Slallas ) s Slasl
G s OFY 0L 5) dlesls o hab psgie b 2L psle glaasl ()85le 2 & 0L 0a05 S
W ol L (VF oY SVTAA (SSLLy b god (s12) Llos S = ae 5 S5sy ol (ol Sank » JS ooy S
Ayl glad Vel 335 Sk 30 0 Gy 53 |y (S5 3005 oo lis b ols b w oS s 058G
Slaead b )58 Ml ass SLad 5 ol 03l el el ploil cdas 13 g 3550 Sl
Rl s K)o Gloslid el LalSS sladVtul & o Spemly 5 aglse sl adlae S ainls
el 02l J s SalS (g o oSl

3 b 23 SGOle w0 s opl 00 Jsex e 5 5o s e Ol led oS sl u b w0
L sopmam ple 35y Jre SN dlie (ol 53 Olcpdy 3580 43,5 (50 e oMl il i )3 o pho
o Sk 3,800 13 68 35 0 b O d 5 el 3,25 ) o B O B e (S5dls 31
o 4 S G35 i (Bl S Cpzly 3 e py Gl By wle 4 Sl
G g S cl pFLEOL 5 (S LS s e sla Lo Al Wb 8 i ) 5 Sl g 5 (ol
WS 3313 3 L ol g By pble S5 3505 ulul ol 35y 515 e ol Jlme 5 550 51 LT &
Sl s me 2d b s 1 0T Ol bas 4z @0 5 LT 0l ol 5 ()i e w0 500y )50 5o
O Sopblin s ol L3l Ob s lesl S0l o ety Slal JulSS slad Vil Jgad als dodos
S o

Imares o ad DiSh G & 1) (o sk S35 s 516 el O Glasy cpl ol 4
wals JolSS Slal sladVaal (oSl (53525 3565 5 )90 e o Sl il JolSS (glanilSs
3 pslas (ealie) 203 55b Jsa ¥ s adVaud ol (5585l 4 dkas o Cawd () 555 Jsed
5 8oy b 3l e dlauly o 39e8) O (6 gea s Jlal 4 3B bl 15,8 e Gaa | (Los glaeylS
s (et T 0 3l 315 Sl 5

o b alSS sl gadVaoal (il & (ol Gl OGSy s cpl ol S
O il 5 o Ol Skl 5 b Olle Llos- o 5 s b Gelios ol el (5 i ol i
SFLSpen glacsla ) p g o )l pobansl EDAs by (28 5 5 (25U WSS @ e
Vool (g e 52 S o (e JEBfos Jlo S 5 ()3 I ol 553 2 4S5 b L ey
SIS Ll @ axy A c2olg 53 5 3580 AN 50 SR wed (Sime S sas p per 1D
3305 0 0 2 S8 5 ol bl 2l 53 b agarlge 535S s, ol



Y i g o3l | adleie cooSim 3 (EDAS) Sdlal ol slad Vol i) i5vs 13l (sladpdly ot 5 (5550 oo

(EDAS) oS Sl sladVuowsl jlsbu 5 ool owbiijls .Y
Mo L el STy olanos coale b s Sl gladVaenl A& @oyds g anls 8 & Sl
Ladly ol ks GlacdVs o sas 53 o) (pl (s Slasl 53 5 S ) g s e B s slaysl
\JKJ:JI:J 5 bl Sead (63,55, & i 05,5 sl S BB OWS 5 gy 93 5 3,00 5925 ploxd
23l (6,503 alSS Lolaal (gl 5 487 s o (g oL S Sdlad i 1y (3 g 5 253 dSle il
PUPPS PN SPRNE U0 [ PES JUPYRUUS 5 PN JUPCRTINCIV-I- S S.L S AR PE I O (T
5 USse 1) 23 55 e .(Dennett 2006, 107) <l OF (o5 saslsgs s 5 (SO o 8 Wb o 5515
3 -(Boyer 2001, 25-26) il o oy LT ol 51 03 oonlin 4 Lils o (panasss sl (glag
otons JS5 23U GlapnrdlSe (o o U8 s SNl (Barrett 2004, 123) oy ok o ety ¢ ol
& cack Jilas 487505 0L Ol gy 1 o 6 S o S s 3l O Gl SIS (sins 4 Las 3 5k
Sl il e ool 5l s daliz S5l Sl b el cpl el @l JolSS glacos b ol o3 sk
@3l b 3 8 Kisd e 38 53 el s 4 L (a5 L5 bl Olse 4 6 sl
sl el 3 1y Al el b B sl OISl B doleds e oL

(ol oS o el ks s Ay Dl a Seolas o dis 3 sl (SISl s U
2G4 sk SO e s S el LIS el e Sl b beed ol Ly oL
b Losb b me s (5slie (51 s S L1SUU (slas S5 Lol (55 alalis 31 5 2) s 0T S
S xS Nl (Bl o Ml b L (Street 2006, 122) ol @sed gl dns o 5l 3 s
S50, 03 leals JSS 15 Lo a3 (ghlamn 5 Abl,l slgoes (ba sl A8 5 Bis 1 s o JolST (gl
35,55 b (Wilkins and Griffiths 2012, 3) s S 5 580 b Slhedod] « gpnor (glazess b Ll lazs
o S LS 0l s e AST Gl b s Wl ol 3 D3 elesl ek Sl S
EDAs 0lye od & b illr ol §pome - Cidim 23S & dimen Uy ) l3dl g 3 By Lyl 3
5o ROV s ks s dii g B sk Bde 5 2l (B Obe oS Las OLI LSS e 5 e 5L
500 Mg 5 b JolSS slay sl (26 me 4

B 2,5 Gemyse 2 il glimal B 5o ) Lalle (g semme Ol O il 2 &S L
:.»qu.a&dwa J& 585 Gl

) Bl 3l e sld GlaeaslSe (P o) (ud slasl eSS Uit iyl deie
Lows (HADD

Obe $o558 (P gt 5 S0 Joo IS5 Bt ) Jooews P Ml 5o oSS ladial 5 190 datie
33 gy OF oo i 5 P sl )

oF 3L (Insensitive) jaluab o CIS'L Gio 4 s 3k S0 (65 JSS 13 ST 1 g dokis
Lol (28 prs a5 3L, 5



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg Yvyy

2635 JUasl b Gl 5 055 s als p-lins pmn it 51 (Podody) 5o Lol ol by 10s S
.(Kahane 2011, 106)

29 3k 9 gi (Sl sl N -Y
el [y s ld Slagg S 5 (slaspars (JulSS wll0lss 5 8o b o L psle 0 Kt
(HADD) Jlod is Jole [asdeis 5l ccmds o3la o oud byl 5 pdy s | OLLS) a3 457 Wiles S
oS Sy s Ly a5 ol Gladess 5o i Glalles o pde Gl 2 Gl BB GBS el
4:..&5@ S (ToM) 25 o,k ¢33 .(Barrett 2004, 42-43) da> » 3w e SS e jy o clsle
.(Bering 2006, 454) &S s 0850 b 3 5gul ol a0 ond @Vl 03l s dirts |y Ol (S s
LS o b Glaodudy 53 Gaa 8L (gow 4 |y 085S ool OLAS alS a5 (o5 5ed wbidsle p
GBLL Jale 1y o pp o (MCD el Jlu> ol (ol > 5 .(Kelemen 2004, 296-99)
gl bl Olajan 03 Sl 1y ax g (6056 Ul s gusee 528 L a8 amlis (Al o 0o eplis
a1y 23 53k o8 S e ol b 23LE (5 s Lo peres LaendlSGs ol .(Boyer 2001, 65, 81) xS o Li> |,

a3 o gl ab (Jpaes Oy
G 9 L yleo SIS Judoxs £ Y utiow] o bubed yro LSl . Y-Y
a3k (58S Sl | LeT CSR 01 RKtia sy 8 023,87 (3 me |y (1l (SlapansdlSs ey 23w 2
TS o slael o 1 (3 sk (26 & apailSe ool ool LT il ol ol Sy 0581 s g0 o
oler cpl s(Barrett 2011, 65) ond O 9IS s 5k SO o s B ool i a5l euly
el A @ (oo S S Sl e sl OB (el by ol B pre (52685 dallie 4 STl (ol
il ol i o B13 (o3 53b (SIS il b oS dums oLss b LT iils 5o 35l s
315 a5 g M5 2 53k a0 1y Lo om 5L aeS IS e el 3 g2y oS ST o o

Ll glag s &S ol cpl sl J¥dawl ayls e | (atfw\ Tty (Al b byl gl
Iy Laysb Ll Ll Ll . (Street 2006, 109) Llanils _odae 130 Lo LUl sla i 55 gl soms o anb
IS L ol ey S e e 5 g el 1 LTS S8 I8 i Shas il
Street ) dows B3l & b5k Lo & dilos g s gos Uiy (512 o e 1 2boysl Lo 4 el 031 o
S 555k STl a3 5 s i s o 55 il SO eSS s wols 4 .(2006, 121-22
S o Laa 1y O eSS 18 SS W @

i L e el S i @ e LSS T g ke b (51l S Ll
Jie byl e 5o a8 el ol Ll IVl Sitzs oSS J sames - el e Touol> slazel gwtf@
B el DB S50 s (S cbse 5 Balo 5L Ol (S5 plaarl @ 5L ibe) ol
O Gosb 1 a8 ol (1) o (o ol 3 didiins Lol ls o Ui 8 |y (b S gl 5 godd
S & LTy 0lezr omslEl B copl oy .(Wilkins and Griffiths 2012, 4) 350 Jool> " LS ol
ok DBl sy cpl 3 83550 e LSl ol w55 513 5Las 53 candly L 25l (ASS S)s s



YYO (g g ool | Al cooSim 3 (EDAS) Slal ol slad Vol i) i v 15l (sladpdly ot 5 (5550 oo

Wilkins and ) 425" obs; | i o ol 03,8 b Gl 8 4 1) oS Slaginw i ool )3
.(Griffiths 2012, 2, 4

o) 53 &S b= 5 Ltk s C"“L" Oldie S3515 542 B e Lol syse 5o b e LT Ll
D53kl 03555 08 St sl b W (o3 035 )3 g 03,5 Ly oo b W ok Jio
25 s Jole O w1y b &S e Jd i SIS 3l G eoyls i s eyl oS K 5s ST Ol lele
oD 1 les s Jghme JalSS a1 lalles ol oS Ak o b5 i S 5 iSls s B OF L2
p3° ¢3S glalks 5l Olial gl &5 Ao olg 5 dos (U3 ods 043) Jsl ¢ 90 slallas L5l
laysb sy 90 OB 5l by .(Wilkins and Griffiths 2012, 7) a8 o0 <1 5 (28l poid dul)
(RIS XS 03 28 > JlSS Slages L M0 sz Sliske et el 53 (o e 352 L) (o
ST 1y alSS Sl (sladVotd ol s (6 St ool Xt Obcdidi ()8 55k Jgmazes a5k
B 0

$2 579 29 4 P g N B3l 5l il i Y

3 losy) ows 5l & ol il gl cpsliy o3l e (b5 i S (EDAS) [ Sal eSS slad Yo
33l o sl 51 (6 gl JelSS 6&&&.« Soslial b 83 gaad l 5o sl (o83 Slalad 3Ly o
a3 > g5 IVl ool Lol el el DU 0T J gmames A3L 0l b (5,8 dl 3 pl ST
(o= oo 3 oalil b e cnSs SL J g oo e 3 s sk sl plas S Cunl o
sl 5 LadVacil ol J g aels 31 cod 530 (63 925 4nn 457 s o OLES

; Sipé> g Jyao ple pled )Y
vbésﬁjwjaﬁ.(\Y’OAY’/\/\ML:AJ\)M).\.3\5@5)9,-)&:9&1.3‘aﬁjj\é;ﬁ\)vbbw)b
ol O e o8 5 2yl phas e oS e oS XS o 0Ly o 35 e ST 35 e 5 e ol
e oler &tz (S psbne 5 el saas s bl ol (V00 5 VAN eglbadlan)
ol LS oS pen b S pen 5 el pilne ol (o Jpam oo o Blae s ol sl
Uas- OISl 5 3505 J13 cmdly 5 ol Ol (glalanly (Jpmam oo 53 (VYA (VFAQ Cuspe) L5100 SOl

.w\ué:;aﬁlfyw\‘_;)}.é;-vbﬁu\ 3,15 542

kel b amo e 1 ol 6lapannilSo Y-V

4 U8 o g s Lo 3513 3 g wdas e 5 e e Ole (55 s s S i pls s
juw’ur“;cw\g@\&ug\ﬁ\)y@ij\%,@ e s o sle e o 51 aibl i
s Y s &5 50 55 tad JLS 5 e a0 4550 53 Sudels ol Lol L(V0 ) VAN egdlidlins) o pdo
o ES o 11 adie S g iJshne o 4 e 5 e Wl ) s e 1 U Alals 4
Lo 5585 a0 55 (YA =YAA 1) VAAY cpgdliddlhis) ol o 0all 0 s il Y sine B Ll 5 o
AFEVTTS 0 OV AAY egdballh) 358 doie Jlab Jie b SLad) bl it 487 LS s ey paa3



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg Yvys

o & deS e Ll 1 odms e (25 lemr VT 5 eSS sladial b olg Lo 55 (bl ool

0315 Jieo 1y oladl (SThal &l ol o San JlSS (slaLid o5 S accis el 0ol Jio @ Ol 0 |y oSS . sl

(Jo5) oms Jio ol ailu 1) o aul a8 s O s Jds cdas o OLES |y (5 guad 4l &7 ol Lol sl
(b cde (e widz) 55 e 5 Sl dre e

ol sdyme p3led 3 by (50929 Hh b 1 blas & (Lo 51 .¥-¥
25 Sa5s b (el oS mpds B o il pl 55 e olgidey Vsl s s &S e
O oL b sl (S5 0 (Ssls (23 LT 63580 e (600bl- 0 230 ool 6505 iboin 5 5o oo
el

sLals o 0laj B (ol SLoS ol iy adloie ceoS s o alaly s-bid sn 5l5La s el
Sy e 4 Cad Jskae 352y Ol CM‘ @ el cle U LU (Jghne 395 4y oS Ws g s
33l ) a3 sy e 4 Swls Eo 3l Sas i QBT I 51 el (o) 4 b 5925) ol
NG o dhne 8 ol b 3yl SBLe BLSI o ol Jy el USRI e 51 i plas g
VA VA Lol IVF OV FAD 5Lels s (S5 AL s (6,505 g 3l e b anslis

Ot Gl Al 5l SGes ccde a4 Jskae (g3l 4S5 Sl 5 il 1) oBus cpl duoMe Ll
and B 3929 9 ol 0,8 B G0smy cm (el (ol e w ol Jskne 55 ol sliel 4l
Kea3ls 13 0l 53 53505 515 ke 5105 1o oS ol pl Sl il oy sl s 1) Jhae ST 5l
S e b B3Il e st Sl 8 el cpl ol ol Ty e 1y Jsbae (25 Ll tos e
L;uML}fuﬂ);g;M\@gféuusafom Tl e 3o Glae oS Syl 1y Jskae 3 925 1o
DY VAN bl ) 5,000 IVl 52 bl 30 Jskas 3525 et 5 guad BB 0T 03ds 5 3,106 sl
NG et

(du et S a4 Jalae 05g b e 13l g LA ae Al (oLl s gl
LS5 568 ST Wle 3 Al o 51 5 s 81 oLl ol ply el Jskae 35 e g p3ne
LS o SThal ()3 ole @ 55 ) Ll cond pund FI- 4 Gl 5 by 5 st ANS0 2s cld O
ke OO e @ lae () 5a e 3 Bk S s pe 355 e S s Wl 5 e glakiod ST AL 03
@ Jelee 5 5,10 >ﬁj¢b@dw6:ﬁj5&dké\@b@.¢¢xﬁ@ dauly Syl gl &S J g
AOVFY 8PP OV AAY b)) Wb 1) e o542

Slr orls O adalin o LS s oo s & ol Jlaz| gy i ole cpl a2l
i O Sl ) (sl (M3 s2ms anmn o3l & sk £ 50 2 (SLaes e 51 S e Sos s
A0 Y VAN gldhis) 3515 0311 5 do 4873 sgiie i 03100 4 &) o3l bl

“22 By 4L K 3does 3 5m g0 S 6 03588 ol hate 45 ol 1l 5,5 AST 0T L Al oS Gl
G b Sy o S il B 1) 555 56l 03 e S O e 5 i Bl
3 b 35 355 o 3y i (53 gm0 ol B Talae s BB i Ny o) 355 53 UM S it



YW i g o3l | adleie cooSim 3 (EDAS) Slal ol slad Vol i) i v 15l (sladpily ot 5 (5550 oo

A 25 Rus el 4 e BU Olan (Sosls (g s 5l g )50 0T 3 125 el sl
I 23 0L 53 S ol (G5 Olod ol cnl Bilae G b 55 Glae slé 4 s (Lol £ e 3 53 Gllae
3 g g0 0daols 3 g gy aads Ol )5

el ot b per e @ S e 035 B e S0l el 4 e 6yl e B0l by
5 adyy s a5 G5 G 1 e Aauls o B s o3 sk s Bed & sl DI
i ol s ode EDAS o gl ol (sladiol 5 55 46 ea)ls Oludl (65 925 sl

adlaio CwoSs 53 o i yro slosdlg 0oL LY
Loly sy 5 Pallcde L 55 LoDl el el CSliasd phd (ol s s e 4 el 3 e
28l o2l 1 318 4 e OISl b a5 s o sl Vs (555l (S 0 5,8 Jslas

by Nipee il Jghne st 0500 Sy (S0 g ol @ Y (S A (255 ) gl e 45
oS LI ) Jsbne 5525 hdooMa . o pod Tos & s ol Jaily 3925 5 ey & o (S0 03
VA gl ds) s s mas BB 0T Oa 5 3,10 el s I s 4 ls e B (sl
enbe & 5 Llee SL G392 & Jolae 5l osd @l Jelr 1 Z1 a8 bl Bog(rre-rYs
O35 poin 5 (53575 b &Sk (13 OISl & Jshne ol Lita isley oo 1 (FIY 1) 1AM gdballyns)
o35 Soype w1y s A e adie ol o (YO Y VAAY dlidlis) el b wed e
ke cla 5o & 0)ls Gl sy colu po @Yl ol Jay 5 88 e 5 5 oS (b el

Wb o GRS Sl b 5 () pmam ale (2SS 5 peam OT ks SRS @ (55 i S ol 1p 55 45 5
rfBdlse) Cl 3525 b Gslos 5 63525 581 hoDs 535 e S LT3 ol pglas (o oo O s S
rflbdlsle) O 8 o8 5l (sl phas e oS e oS XS s pad 5 (VYIS EYYO DY (VAAN
/L;)f,é}(..kp)a sl d)ij;Qm el NS polrs 5 ole I Saeds 53 (V00 1F (VAAY
@Jﬁ»é;ﬁj‘_}lﬁkd\wb@k‘ﬁﬁ@ dauly Shysl sl afgngbd)b'-ﬁcw«gJ)lm
Sl baode L(18) 18 4884 ¥ (1AM gdlidlas) Wb | cle s ssms 4 olae 5 cand e
SHde e @ pdaas 3l cdis 5 Sl O 51 cdis b ooler e s SThsl el o e e 1) 4
oy U 5 Sl O 55 5 ol ol (5,88 o 4 SUSs 4on (51 e (VY52 1AM gliallynn)
030l a |y adse ol S ol O3 pdoblas 5 (5,48 mer ((OVNVASIIY 1Y OVAAY gtlIlus) 5)ln
3500 oo 03138 37 5 o) o 5Ly Bk b5 S (gl o XS o S b me a3 B 8 5 LS Bl
5,8 o 55 ol S0Usl asls

Ll eals Sl (o3 88 4 L5 e e oy (e O 515 S e CS5a e o g 43 0
w b 5 i s O 45 S S STl ‘(fx‘z’-';&‘é“’)"u‘&") 53503 dodaas oS o w0 1y Ol
o 5 S5l Ot s (2T 55 9m Lol on ¢ 8 STl 1 a5 50 cpl Hoode 1358 00 Godoss slo) S g
& p33 430 (Sypam e oS il a5 L L(VVF ) DAY el an) K8 e i ST s &
o dams Sed e 3 Jshes Sl s b sdalin (el & ol ezl dylod sl



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg YYA

D) A pdliadlids) 3)ls sl cids of 51 sl (363575 dmmw 03101 @ Led Jplaa 5 s Sae
355 LdoMs s Jlarl ()i e 0T lo)lS 5 el Hsgb 52 (S5 po 450 s oo 3 L(1NO
N A Ol & O J a5 el CSm ol o Olaal 5 S (S 5 O 5 Ol Ol o8 LS o oy o
5 w3 Syme 4zl (ol 535 Ol 53 ey 2l 51 ONVASWY Y DAY dbadlas) syl (S
Oled onais &) oo oS Ll 31 STl ol Lol sl pan 43 50 Sl 5 0S50 STl Glon 5550 0ol Lo
35S 0 Sy a3 ,m OV |y 555 Slosdly sloel el p93 45,0 las (5 52 (e

2 o G (5,8 Olor Sl 5 eads (RIS 2 (Sh g Adpe SIS Uob )5 4l s
13 Lol b A5 e (055 s peam 353 033 A e 5t p Ol 35 Jlerl ey g0 4 053 43 0
ols 35 iy &350 5 S ool sy ol 3l 5 el oy e T lo)l S 5 Jrade ©yp (S e
g

o o yre Sl 5 LS e oo LS Ll |y 3l bl Ol EDAS sla Judos azel o ulal cpl s
S Belse L gl Gy e Lo i 81 s Ll cl Gl S 5 J e paw 430
a3 Al ol D53l 316 ol L S s e 1y il b O B s i1 S50
Slahols JalSS Lo el pghan o ohe 4 sl 53 5 580 (il pad 4350 53 e 355 D el o
o g Olagl 238 G ISSe Olesl 35 L s 1y S jan Ogmae s oS 0T a AL S Gl s
s S Ul 03, 13 oSl Sy w53 Bl 550 5 ol IS5 Ll (S ST
‘aﬂ%y«;‘J;u@;wﬁdu&:dwu‘,;.ﬂwt@hﬁf@C\jp;@,wpu;uﬁw;u)
A3 5 )l polanst s & i pms 4 LD al ot ol s3uds i sl 5t O Gladadls wor o S
Lo eyl plo 3 9 s \.Lq-j\j\)w\g_f;.\.auwbcﬁirip-&:&‘gwog\)s\ﬂu&x:»d)’\é-x ($35> 3
5 S 0380la Dlaa 353 aSL ol Wbl Ales JIla i sean b Lgia (ST (gl p S0 STyl 05
SO BT R S PP V' LSO B 00 B S PR WL [1 Y]

Go3a> dods 25y S goan 1 255 JYL] (gv ) 0 ¥
L (EDAS) Sl JulsSS slad¥otl & ol gonly Ol s 0581 spsmam oo G3-Ld s Jods sl
b o5 b Cooled Bl ad 5 ol 35oes EDAS J yod &uals 45 das o 0Li5 J¥aeial ol 5,8 (Sbinsy 50
13 S ko s i Ol o 1y ool IVl s 13 G

sl Sladiul b Jgvames 45 Lns o 513 Gun |y obaysl s Slal JalsS sladVocl 15l dakis
AL 23 (b3l e Sl b

33,563 el 031y S 1) S5 S 5L W8 L;uw&ﬁ (oSS &S ol ol EDAS cposbey 25 e
sladl b 9.9)3 Jgazs 03 Syl o8 Wslgenl (505 -l o adVaeul ol chas TP SalS3
.(De Cruz and De Smedt 2015, 101) Llasl JalsS (U a5le) (6,505 doolis (5l o5 dzn (gl b
L Lol ol g & sl (g3dmts sl s Laslnl Jald 230 s 5 oo OLudl o3 Hlalus 05 55 e
D355 55b a5 el 55l Laslg) 5 ol £l81 b aptns (ol 51 S tamly (il (glapinn



Y i g osligio | Al cooSim 3 (EDAS) Sl ol slad Vol o) i 5vs 13l sladpdly ot 5 (5550 oo

Slassb gladul b oler (bl slagiacw (ol (Boyer 2001, 25) (S slgniey Wl 1 (olaces
1Ol o Ut et Jgeoms 520 1) (03 G g el 035 (b B gl ) gl oSS 87 s
(S o o3litia) izl Glanimn oon 5 50 LT Lol ki 0 4 a3lalIG) 1 ol SCan (03 ol
03b 358 0 15 (la el plos 3 b (gl sle ils g2 50 40 550 s wsle 4 .(Boyer 2001, 25)
TS e 5 (o S leiil e 580 Olge a ]y e 55 0151 S e A5 1) ole el 5 L«
3 b pbiil of esas slaiules 5 a3 sl olisl 5l e slaws s b (Soa b o a5 e oo
it SO 5 e ool 4SS = ol L(Atran 2002, 4) (ko O 5l ol Conex Ol
coplpto .(Atran 2002, 13) (b s oo a5 Oladl 3o/ o83 &wd onai ladlal w5 Soa b gla S
olo3 ST A5 1y O 4y JalSS 25l (Gl 4 el o0 o ple33h Jgmams o3 55b 55 0151 )
Jpares ool JolSS Bolad G 2 53b) oS LS s pupedd (3 (sLS Glaado; Sl o Jlos 5o e
2l pbs .(Bloom 2007, 148) hladly JolsS (5,80 Slual ) 48 sl s3-bd (slagimem 8 i 8 ol
O el s L &l b Glaen il il s 5L &S LIS By ol e b o
b Ol G Gl ol Sl tblasl wa b 5 el Jlassl 1l gl cpsliy 25 s Lo
ROWPRECICR [P SNL R} N FRNCIN JURPES. & FRC I TP ES e J P RGN PO SOOI (PR
fals 5 Hlasol o b e (AL S dlauls o 5 L3l b st S0 ,8 e Gua |y Les faer [0l 4B
s Al JalSs glad Vol J ged

dapd o ol (6 s> vl.c— (— BIIPPEEREY | VRN TEY SCUR: CONE ! P VO oo uov-75| ] BT s dadie
o s a3 515 Sy 5 s (395 b Alanil s

(5 olas dus Blosl dile) Slgdl slae 138 as gams & sty cpl 45 03 5L &t 31 3 5u0is
335 G392 b 3 e Aauly o Cdlys o icslaoyS ol des luaiae) &S el oslis 55 O b
25t ) s (S0 g p e 15 358 0 0deal et 35k cpl LGB s & GBI (Sl
LSS me i ol el S L) GlaeylS aes w5 Cld Sls (e (53975 RS (5)
3 LIS el 3925 5 CLd (G 3l oo 53 1) o)l 2L s pUE 3 alyy S (5)los] b,o
AUy it Jms ol 93 LS pnd p A 5 2 LECS e o5l o oy OT ) g (03 ol
e et | ) 39 g0 olils 03 5b imer e w0 sl e 55 31 &S Lusly cids SO
Sgdoes imghy cpl glesl (ol ply idas o Baw Jte ol (e aaa 5 (S0 Sam |y Oludl STl
O 45(..:564 el Lgs S el O suas EDAS 31 0Ll (gl sies pled s ke Lo S ol 4 el
el 5 LY OF J sas &oals 31 (65 929

w\wLJL:Q\th@\)MWdL@JJEJJL@)&&‘.\.\Zm,‘smui&gﬁ«fﬂkom
S 3 Gl Do 3L b @ sk @ S b el e tV4) 18 OV AAY i)
220 (e AL (a3 (23l b (LS U0l B d e & (Gl SIS 4 el oo ulid Gl s
SG dkauly 4 opad (I e 5 :w‘w&wjbdj‘@'j&wrkw)% KPP sl 035



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg Yy

Jebs f&)}j)ﬁ&%))}&)ﬁjwbwﬁ (Sl ole 5o Ll LS ey oo o o 5l ey 50
oo oS ol uwlal cpan .M\JJBU@JPL;)W)%\)@AQ}J:» S Sl smdly oo ]
oetadlan) Sled o @opam e pLudl 5l 1) Sdu sn e b Usbas (le pm ad S @SB Gle
VY0 1) VAAN

Sda 1 sk 5 Gl ¢ JlSS Sl sVl .ol 3L EDAS « b sl 2l
Ll s IS8 (i @) W sl 1) Wl Wl e JolSS 5 558 0 -los olai3l gl 5o oS plaaeal b 5,8
|25 48 s 5 OF Ll JalSS a8 ot IS 55 omilSo Ll sl SLESSH o 51 3 sk s S
Ll ol et 355 3 55 &Sy gl B el SLEST

05 g0 S e Sl Jims (53525 drls sl (83525 b &k b s adlee S o o
5 Sam Aos & Soals (pl ol e w leplas Sonls 5 03 b Jle Oler ki el &S
O st 5 o e 08 51 G 5 b 2 i Jne 503 e 4 Sl Uslas et o S 20
p ke S Le pl 51NV VTAR o g8 ) 3L kel oy e odlad 5 sl 31 55 a8 edls 39250 |y O
W Jsbme ol 1S o G il 50 1) cde a4 a3l SO HdoNe (ool 3y ity OIL J ganes
35 0352 pie 5 Al oo & il Lo 15 6358 0 80 5l (535 28 51 4l 513 OIS 516 cle
YO ¥ VAN egtlidlns) (ol e L ol Bl 5 b e b

Sl B el Gl yor Jsbas a5 s L3S B 58 o cpe (63 925 0l b (6,88 O\l 51 |yuuoDha
2OV ) DAY glldlas) aals & 5 Ble s (3L (63525 & Jslns 5l 0058 ails Jelo 51 ks 3
Laly 3y g 3l sbne 355 45 3L )5 Ol 5 o BB L8 meon Jlne 5l ) 45 ol bl (e
O340 wamly 9 0315 la.g)):%rsz)\.u Jm‘@h;)l.gj).} B e Osmmed ($353 5 o Ll
(007 Y AYAr slus) 55l o 4> 2w

bl Ll & (EDAS) sl JelsS (gladVowl a5 dl oo Cows @ aoed ol opudin &odite 53 )
33l G618 SL3L ladl b 4 3 gumes ndVuttl ool gad &uols | ) clitind o3 3L &eas JUasl 4 55
eld il o el (634 JL&Q\&:\MJ\ hdes cwlla oLl O gyl 55 cos 5ol ks 8 Jl>

5 s 53 0L 80 iy 083 e 5 15 (03 3k Jpmam Y 815 s EDAS cpl ol
S an ol ) ek (6 sl da Jlasl 4 500 adVaeal ol Ll iles S7 ) 5 ol sla oladsl oo
L aS s LSS A B o0 5L 5l Ade e &5 LSl ool ey (pl s & Gl gl i
-2l 7)1 EDAS J o &> (w3l 5 85 55l san sl (6352 A &S das o Ol
olesl wla>=Ms .0
LMCJJQ.A Gl S Gl oS Jazoes Qym\@jmﬁ.})\ﬁ&yﬂ)l Iy IVl ol p"ﬂ 055!
S Gl



Y i g ool | Al cooSim 3 (EDAS) Sl ol slad Vol o) i 5vs 13l sladpdly ot 5 (5550 oo

93101 e 4 g ColS g8 g o yOb Slwl Yol teawss JIE 10
o 3 Shas oSy (2l SlangdlSa 355 T o € a3 3L 53 sl slesl e Ll s 1 S
eSS S A e olas Slal sladVanal Sl s oo s (Kl s s ool Sledbl 5305 5 55 LT
B oSows dal g 2L ple eVl ool bl ) M3l bl J¥ ol sVl ol ) e
.(Van Eyghen 2022, 196-97) ¢l = Oledbl canynl olulbl des Ol 83 & Las
S L o ol HADD diile polapncilSe a8 S o Vbl JE S 5 (6 58 ) gl wile g1 Stn s,
e ek Glasle Jale S s Ol @ olidl 4 1y s LB0Ls) e S b b sla S gL
bl aile) Uas a5 Sl digl 3 SO Jgmames j3b SO 285 &5 a8 0 ST 30 5Y il S
.(Van Eyghen 2022, 197) sl 2 a0 a2 55 8B (AdL (o ysls

&fcé‘j)) 035 o 0doals (63 52y BB & Syl oo plhdes arnld s ol 1S e Lesl Wies ¢l ol
& 5035 2313 1) 5555 Slalest b s (GLudl a3 el e Sledbl (5515 (s 3 I s
Slas S oSl (53575 Condls SO 6§ (6 g it o R0 b I g 3550 ST 4 | O el
el 3

350 50 &S Sl Hlgal (63555 el 5l aul b 5 ST ) S/).Le M (28 e IS
13 g o Bl gmen 93 5> C”"L"’ s J:Lpé)jﬁéa-vb

o Slaesls s Jl 55 (a5 Sl Sy a by e (sl sl J¥amul tesls e 03 25l Y
L 0T b 85 487515 3 525 05l 5 05 5w Oloe BIKE S 0150 cemyal sbwl s el s glasssns b
S o BL Uas 65 ol (g Jloms o ol (G168 0 b e 5l (55 50 e 3 Ll STy il b
Y &) OIS 5 Gl ke S5 I () e s S LS Toras 25 5By S 5o (05 S
3 S e S b3 s il o pie b Lalad 135 cnlay (Gl 8LL35L 5 J s slacd ae
N opl conle S ol s 0l cpl il SJS 5 Go SO 53 51 o ol (6 e e ol sl S
fn 3)50 55 Cayol sl oplpby (Haeri Yazdi 1992, 45) )16 J 5,0 ciilae psgin b ole
(al.f;;a 555 sl 53 Ko &8 55k Hlar sl Jles laks o8 ol @, 393 3y LISl Glas @ (g s>
o b calls ol 6o G5l ol (Sl b (@35ms b () s Sl o Kb aslian o O & 20
o .43[.3(‘.&554.5): L;;qup\a&iﬁjiggb}aﬁ 45.5)\.5&»4(..&{@ :)345@@&»“;5)» A3 el 5
Codly 35 gz ) AL S 58 Bae 003 51 e AT OISL B S @ (bl b ccoalas
e Jsams 203 @, 45 ol awe Qs gles) (5 5 o .(Haerd Yazdi 1992, 57-58) (!
3 g god sl (Glosls (g s> V.L:«): R SE - V.L:— S5 S ‘,.L:» Obe Ll 51 S0 el S3ls
33,8 Canysb bl Hlas o (5505 0 55 pad oS

S G Sl 03l 0L XS o SNl (SUl0s oS5k Oler 1 JlSS (slacpnd ColiS pde LY
5l Ly 53 S8 e ol o8 S 5 LS Lilate sl 0 Sl U gl JolSS I s o3l
b ohde cwS> Ol s .(Van Eyghen 2022, 201) wib ciads= Sl gl ol s Ll o



'f/\g@c\f'@&“}}ﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg vy

55 G50 (G G2 ) b LT 05 ool oS oS el HISTI |y 25l 5 JalSS (sl 200
3 s odly ( AT ol 8005510 Jole Olen b ol s Lol LS Ll 1 sdae e 235 s o !
e o alSSm e ladul b 4 w3 (AT 8y 5l bl et T b 0T (3505 DL 5 o0
Ay s 35 5 aehd e (sdme o) 02y 0hE 5b & by ) ety 5 0k el e oS el O
2 Sl ool b b @ S o dms o b e eSS (Slacid (oplply 005 0l | (3l )

LISl (ol 515 535 Slan &) STysl ol (65525 (5l gmes 8050 Lol ccnl ol 2P () s

Sy Lo Glguxn )/é Pl 9 (2S5 5SS Sl tpg0 JICU Y0
23 slasl (Al 5 2SS Al b ke Uas oeSU 5 Logyd o bd GlannilSe o oy SV 2
oS ol i JpadOler 5 St ($) i oo G 3 3 55k adys s ool S0l ST pnn s,
Lol .Sl gnar rfw.slfoh& Laolusl glos 53 STl ol Gla s 5 a8 35, 00 HUasl o)l ofy _olas O 5s
S al:.s\]a}- 9 G’)B dj.iﬁ BLIPL L;Lh)jb S Jas e olas L;.»LJ(JJA L) L;"o-u (}l& 5La4:al.:
Boyer ) ;sblis o bl 5 (21551 Ao 55 b 8 8 Sl 5 ot ) 1lectls a3l o 5 5800
50,00 3525 b olesl (g i an O &S dad o 0LEs 2S5 pl Sl coslime d ool B (Ius) IL o
5,503 (k55 So3bl ole) (ol o3 55b g (s Ll 5 g0l 4 ol [ 52un 02 5 it 13 RN
Fp o) $S0e ez Gla ol 5 S e (63 g5 Bt Do 585 SIS L3 Nl @ ey
Sz B plel b s lash 2S5 Lledd S o 5 SOWS Gazean (3 50 p ke ol SKea g5
5 sl Jole & S5k 2l § G T bl (ol S bas cpl & ckins b5 251 SlapgilSa
LSLAW)}LA&AJQ qu:j)wj\j ‘L}.a.&»jmalﬁ.)\;ijéj.@j@ .lfJ..g QLMJ‘)J W}A
Ll .(Clark and Barrett 2010, 179-82) deliy JS b cp) 51 0 868 o s 40 Ll 5 0 2 lar!
‘4:\5&';» C,\,c».g?-)) A e 45‘)\ Jf}M@‘fﬁW;&uJ?‘ﬁjﬁébtﬁ jpwlf @L’CACA&
CS o 5 ol OLESE) a ) tcenl Sl gl ol s Gbas 3 5 o sla i i il a b
o JoSS 5 A
Upams & (S92 5 B 5 S Olb 4 s oo (elul pl 5 (141 18 (V4AY O3 CON PRV IV PN
OLEST) ol 5 el CiSCn B3 3 e s ool s 3525 030 e 4 (oD oleb b oled gl b
L) toenl SLLSl usdh aan Ol S (550l (3539 30 BLESSI fuol (ol by .QM}‘&))?)%}A(’}}J
LS o s 1y 2S5 a8 (618G Lal ol go 1) et oo @0 353 513 Sosls (0392 55390 O a0 0 ool 2
BE 45\_}.2- HGw| dfé}dl.&;w\ Q&a\ L’ o\N ‘wbu\...a o@.l::: B u....LJ\C,&JM .bjb )‘f; S35 9 JL&L«:‘
Q;“:Lwczb QMMJD}@L«J))}&QJ}} a%d).&}-} O Jo-\) cQﬁJJW}QJZ{)‘ ‘_)T‘_).L.I:)‘jb



VY i g ool | adlee cooSim 3 (EDAS) Sl ol slad Vol o) i v 53l sladpily ot 5 (5530 oo

2 s el s Sl oleiedls s plibo itlledme S0s o 4 (AY Y OV AAY glbiallns) 55 8
el JolSs 5 sl el Sl 5 ol

13,8 Joss e 53 53 Ul 1y 3 Sk 2SS el ol

5 sl S8 63 LS 1 Sslae Lol 53 Calides wad et S 4l e 53 ol e
ol IS 5ol C3lis 53 oS el oG OLaSS (63925 L ) LT () el STl ol 5 Ges ol ply
LSMCF}}QML?‘J%&;‘)OML;Jﬂ&;ﬁwb&gt}‘)bGJSJJJJJS@LEM";W‘)JE}&‘
b

ol ko 2By (sl JWS 1 SlaSo ab e 3 e 55 ST ot s a5 s sl ¢
sl S e s )b s (Kon s (G Jalss S Ol Loyl 5 oalis LIB s 1 635 DLEST
il Jool 5o sl 1 it Lyl & ogicaty 5 Glhae cids b skl 5 ol oblis ole
el 3L O o3 (5 (S5 (S8 o 5 (o pn Sl 53 sl 31 30 Bee oS (5

Cole 5 @l b e &L (Sidn e 39y 230 & olide Oyl s DLl 2S5 el sl
el 53 bl sl a5 g i o )b Oles ) Jgea oz 5 I3 (Slacud pdons 5 sl (S5 975
Cakdee Olpe o Ll el by 5 (9 BB i o)l Glie (OBl Jie il Sl
b b (550 Sl Gl o 4 O SUS Kb sla e 5 ol

S pSeois . F
¢5e @35 5> (EDAS) Sl Julss gladVzal (2l & (s (Sely oo Buta L bl asy
s &S sl OLEs L gy il Dbl adlais ceSl b me 5 bl smr lats Sl ops ol
Sl oleisl a1y os 55l slacale olad oS sl UL s 15 5 e G 5o aday gVl ool 6 Sal
S5l Ol (5r5,0 Loy OB 5 oSS pomslly (68 & Lol b s 5 AalS a5 3 o 3
LS s S olsl ol s ol ool olp 5s ile e Jiaddes |y ba olaisl ol slesl (Bdo 5 o)
522 3L ol @ Ol S il dlanls o BLISTI 5 (6) gl o @ (e i e 1 o (sles LN
PG 53 oot T 51 0Ll S ks Sls s o O g JlSS ol STl o5 5
sl s 4 Ol 53 & colos ol adw ses Cle a0 Jghas 0350 S Jlops 5 513 35 63525 556 035 4N
oSens Wi (gleanly 3 1y o Ll ands il 4875515 3 42 lenlanly gl ol Ll o slas 5 oo

XY

LY 2,35 B JelSS gVl 485 S o5 allie sl s @ pme ) lYauw Joe G @11 L
S Gl comly ol 53 s 13 G |y (lesl pealis Lao,)l38) Loyl Jgma> 5 s
sdms Yo ol 55 Len Sl Jebs o Ol ge a6 o023 4 ks b Jlb o Jole jaseis Il i abl oSS
G o me 35 L a g Sbagdoc s L5l o 220 Shysl sy Lol s o8 A8 o Jos
3 Ogean 5 e S5 8 L8 0 ply ey Sy 03 0LE I 1y 355 sledly slasl Lol iyl 13 LSS
Cowllas



fAeJuc\f'OQtwmjjﬁ‘gc(g}.&&u)og:wxﬁm}jg vy

Lyl dgin Ll 31 A0 ool bl 1l a8 5ls ol gty (oolasl olla>db b agalse 5o
sl Sl ol e 33 a3 &S 395 b Asle glosly (5 g V.L:« 03wl e glaedls 50
gf'.ﬁ)";:i: uﬁ\@ s (G g2 L SS9 up_‘ébwbtgu)jbﬁj st e JJ;LS:SL«:M:..«:
G 5 )8 e 135 g Slgty e 55 (ST SRR Gl ol (Sa b 5 L5 GCIB @ (63
ax g oS SN )fﬂb\ eVl de 3l Uff.s slaoy s> 53 Jfﬂb\ sVl @ cwt..g 23 Gogam e
M}A%}&béﬂlﬁjd)j«b&éﬁ)} QE&M&QL&A gf)b EJJJh)L;OJ‘J.; ;JJJ’S bg%‘&lﬁ‘))b
sl 8l bt me dhor 3l oo

P9 o S Sl
355 3gg gdlio ogles Al ol b byl 3 45 1535 o pOMel (S s28lin o )le5
5] clacuslys  (COPE) 125 951 e 45T 90 15 39S s 5 oo o lio ) 1) 5 g5 Ay 2 i VST Jguo!
ool 005 plosl &y
o Al L Al s b 3l s 5 00 ol Lo oo gy g ool g Likio 9 (Jlo Colos
~sitl pOlel pilis 2585 Joall 5> Billao o8 (525 4 go £gime (agn Slaylil ) lio () 485 53 1S g0 (g 31 o3l
ol o olésiuw]

awbols

el Olds by lided) A YVA Ll

H(Y) WV o s ol ds s 0 2od saysb 3 ndy 53 oLl a3 s3lid las Somn VFAA (s dws ((SSLLy
YYF-Ye

YV V) V8 ahas 5 CoaSm s (55U p ke 3 31kl Jube (s U 5 o N F Y L (slge dm o SOLL

V=01V YA wlad s oL r}l&)(:%).i b psel 5 kaby NFeY L0l Q5

(S b lalllae 5 Sl ple ol g5y oDl ddanld o el S el ATAY . oD (Sl

RIS QUICWPRRR X pYAN/F SN (pF B SPUSS NPT R ) 7V OO0s| NV JR

S el 15 g Dl ey VI Ll L VI Llenad] Lol N AAY - cpgdbiall s

38 3o koo oS oS 0 ko3 STl 48,8 radlane oS S Lt ANYAS L g e (03 50
e plel A

o 58 Bl s g O zen u,.«.J/d“.‘aY/ ATAG .63ULT fdl g dases o Blidkases 3Lsls e

Bibliography
Atran, Scott. 2002. In Gods We Trust: The Evolutionary Landscape of Religion. Oxford University
Press.

Avicenna. 2000. Al-Taligat. Daftar-i Tablighat-i Islami. [In Arabic]
Barrett, Justin L. 2004. Why Would Anyone Believe in God? AltaMira Press.



YO (g g ool | adlee cooSim 3 (EDAS) Slal i3 slad Vol i) i 5vs 13l (sladpily ot 5 (5550 oo

Barrett, Justin L. 2011. Cognitive Science, Religion, and Theology: From Human Minds to Divine
Minds. Templeton Press.

Bering, Jesse M. 2006. “The Folk Psychology of Souls.” Behavioral and Brain Sciences 29 (5): 453-
98.

Biabanaki, Seyyed Mahdi. 2019. “Cognitive Biases of the Human Mind in the Acceptance of
Religious  Beliefs.”  Philosophy = of Religion  Research 17  (2): 201-24.
https://doi.org/10.30497 /prr.2020.2730. [In Persian]

Biabanaki, Seyyed Mahdi. 2023. “Analysis and Philosophical Critique of the Standard Model in the
Cognitive  Science of Religion.” Wisdom and Philosophy 19 (73): 1-27.
https://doi.org/10.22054/wph.2023.54816.1887. [In Persian]

Bloom, Paul. 2007. “Religion Is Natural.” Developmental Science 10 (1): 147-51.

Boyer, Pascal. 2001. Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious Thought. Basic Books.

Clark, Kelly James, and Justin L. Barrett. 2010. “Reformed Epistemology and the Cognitive Science
of Religion.” Faith and Philosophy 27 (2): 174-89.

De Cruz, Helen, and Johan De Smedt. 2015. A Natural History of Natural Theology: The Cognitive
Science of Theology and Philosophy of Religion. MIT Press.

Dennett, Daniel C. 2006. Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural Phenomenon. Penguin Books.

Dinani, Gholamhossein. 2001. General Philosophical Rules in Islamic Philosophy. Institute for
Humanities and Cultural Studies. [In Persian]

Haeri Yazdi, Mehdi. 1992. The Principles of Epistemology in Islamic Philosophy: Knowledge by
Presence. State University of New York Press.

Kahane, Guy. 2011. “Evolutionary Debunking Arguments.” Nods 45 (1): 103-25.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0068.2010.00770.X.

Kelemen, Deborah. 2004. “Are Children Intuitive Theists? Reasoning about Purpose and Design in
Nature.” Psychological Science 15 (5): 295-301.

Mir Damad, Muhammad Baqir ibn Muhammad Husayni Astarabadi. 2006. Al-Ufuq al-Mubin. Hijrat,
and Miras-i Maktub. [In Arabic]

Mulla Sadra. 1981. Al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliya fi al-Asfar al-‘Aqliyya al-Arba‘a. 3rd ed. Dar lhya' al-
Turath. [In Arabic]

Mulla Sadra. 2009. Al-Shawahid al-Rububiyya fi-I-Manahij al-Sulukiyya. Bustan-i Kitab. [In Arabic]

Plantinga, Alvin. 2000. Warranted Christian Belief. Oxford University Press.

Street, Sharon. 2006. “A Darwinian Dilemma for Realist Theories of Value.” Philosophical Studies
127 (1): 109-66.

Tarkhan, Ghasem. 2024. “Fitra and Fitriat in Theology and Cognitive Sciences of Religion.” Qabasat
29 (113): 5-21. https://doi.org/10.22034 /gabasat.2024.717818. [In Persian]

Uboudiyat, Abdolrasul. 2010. General Outlines of Transcendent Theosophy. Imam Khomeini
Education and Research Institute. [In Persian]

Van Eyghen, Hans. 2022. “Responding to Debunking Arguments: A Reply to Lari Launonen’s
Critique.” Philosophia Reformata 87: 195-207.

Wilkins, John S., and Paul E. Griffiths. 2012. “Evolutionary Debunking Arguments in Three
Domains: Fact, Value, and Religion.” In A New Science of Religion, edited by Gregory W.
Dawes and James Maclaurin. Routledge.

Ledbloob

! Cognitive Science of Religion (CSR)
>HADD


https://doi.org/10.30497/prr.2020.2730
https://doi.org/10.22054/wph.2023.54816.1887
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0068.2010.00770.x
https://doi.org/10.22034/qabasat.2024.717818

FA ol NV F10 Gl 5 5l (Sl Bol) (oo ads daliiiagsy  YYP

’ Evolutionary Debunking Arguments (EDAs)

23 s YVY Jlo 55 opibsS Sl 0 @ gl b e S5 2S5 | (Milvian Bridge) obske o ol

B3l sl o3 Glaysl o8 Lm 0313 o Cndly ol @ 0,5 2l 3 S (s e e LAl 5o L Lles S

5 00 0k alaily oS Sl Sloplind Olge @ Sy ool 3 08Ny A () Siasm e B (ood 5 L35 (5>)

o olows 5 Balo Glaysb mils ole o558 slael calis Gl @ Ol Srse 3 S 10,8 s 0,0 eSS Cuith 5o

LS oo [y U cBao w8 sk Ll g b Ol oS (sl 8 4 ABL L1 (U 0be) (50 sy (2l b g
.(Wilkins and Griffiths 2012, 2)

> proper function

¢ reliabilism

7 by-product

8 Kahane, G.

? Darwinian dilemma

1 fitness

' agency detection

12 misattribution argument



Philosophy of Religion Research
Vol. 24, No. 2, (Serial 48), Fall & Winter 2026-2027, pp. 237-257 i
Research Paper .

¢ https://doi.org/10.30497 /prr.2026.250235.2113

Multiverse and Its Implications for Positivism, Naturalism, and
Atheism

Zahra Derakhshanil*=’, Mohammad Hossein NamjooZ2'~', Jalal Peykani3

Submitted: 2026.05.05 Accepted: 2026.08.09

Abstract

The multiverse is a pivotal subject in modern cosmology, triggering extensive debates across
diverse disciplines, ranging from the natural sciences to philosophy and theology. In
particular, some scholars have characterized the multiverse as an atheistic theory, taking
stances either in favor of or against the multiverse based on this attitude. This paper first
introduces the multiverse concept with sufficient scientific rigor, arguing that there is
adequate motivation to treat it as a legitimate scientific theory. Subsequently, we argue that
the multiverse is not merely a non-atheistic theory—in the sense of not inherently
contradicting theism—but can also be utilized to challenge certain atheistically-inclined
philosophical perspectives on science. Specifically, we examine how the multiverse challenges
empiricism, as a basis for positivism, as well as the ontological naturalism and the common
claim of its logical entailment from science. Furthermore, we briefly discuss the debate over
whether the multiverse hypothesis or an “intelligent designer” is a preferred explanation for
“fine-tuning for life.” We argue that, contrary to the prevailing view, treating the situation as a
competition between atheism and theism—rather than as a competition between two
scientific theories—is not only unnecessary, especially for theists, but may even be
counterproductive. By generalizing these arguments to the broader aims of science, we
conclude that—since the objective of science is to achieve “sufficient explanation,” not
necessarily “complete explanation”—the absence of reference to certain causal relations—
including those involving God—in the scientific explanation cannot be interpreted as evidence
of the non-existence of such relations.
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Introduction

The multiverse hypothesis has become one of the most actively discussed topics in
modern cosmology, generating debate that extends well beyond physics into philosophy
of science and theology. A recurring claim in this literature—advanced by both atheist and
theist commentators—is that the multiverse is an inherently atheistic idea: since it
explains cosmological fine-tuning without invoking God, its scientific vindication would
supposedly constitute progress against theism. This paper challenges that claim and,
moving further, argues that the multiverse can actually be turned against certain
philosophical positions on science that carry atheistic undertones.

1. Multiverse

The paper begins by introducing the multiverse with enough technical precision to
ground the philosophical discussion. Two independent motivations for taking the
multiverse seriously as a scientific idea are identified. The first arises from cosmic
inflation, the leading solution to the flatness and horizon problems of standard Big Bang
cosmology: since there is no principled reason for inflation to stop exactly at the point
needed to produce our observable universe and no further, a much larger universe—and,
under eternal inflation, an effectively unbounded one—is the generic, “natural” outcome
of inflationary dynamics rather than an additional assumption. The second motivation
comes from fine-tuning for life: if physical constants must fall within narrow ranges for
structures like stable atoms to exist, a sufficiently vast multiverse with varying physical
conditions across regions makes our presence in a life-permitting region unsurprising,
without requiring anthropic coincidence. The paper then defends the multiverse’s status
as legitimately scientific against objections that dismiss it as untestable metaphysics,
arguing that it is a natural consequence of an empirically well-supported theory
(inflation) and that theories with unobservable posits generating observable
consequences have ample precedent in the history of science (e.g., the quantum
wavefunction). The paper’s central philosophical argument rests on a distinction between
sufficient explanation and complete explanation. Scientific explanations—including the
multiverse’s account of fine-tuning—describe phenomena using an identified set of
physical laws and causal relations sufficient for the purposes of a given inquiry, but they
do not thereby exclude the existence of further causal relations, including a causal role for
God, that were simply not referenced at that level of description. On this basis, the paper
argues that the multiverse’s silence about God does not entail God’s absence: “absence of
evidence is not evidence of absence.” Even the appearance of randomness in fine-tuning
outcomes does not preclude either underlying determinism (as in hidden-variable
interpretations of quantum mechanics) or a deeper providential purposiveness
compatible with statistical regularity.

2. The Relationship between the Multiverse and Positivism

In the previous section, we saw that the multiverse does not directly conflict with theism.
In this section and the next, we go a step further and argue that the multiverse can even
pose a challenge to philosophical views concerning science that exhibit elements
suggestive of atheism. First, regarding positivism—the view that empirical verifiability is
both the sole criterion of scientific meaning and sufficient for describing the whole of
reality—the paper argues that modern cosmology’s embrace of the multiverse commits
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science to entities that are in principle causally disconnected from us and permanently
unobservable. This places strict verificationist positivism in tension with mainstream
cosmological practice: rejecting the multiverse on positivist grounds would require also
rejecting inflation itself, which is empirically well-supported and lacks a comparably
compelling naturalistic rival.

3. The Relationship between the Multiverse and Naturalism

More importantly, we show that the multiverse stands in tension with certain aspects of
naturalism that are also directly related to atheism. To this end, the paper distinguishes
methodological naturalism—restricting scientific inquiry to natural causes as a practical,
successful research strategy—from ontological naturalism—the metaphysical claim that
supernatural entities do not exist. While the former is amply supported by science’s track
record, the paper argues that the latter’s success is not similarly demonstrated, and that
the multiverse itself supplies a striking illustration: even confined entirely to the natural
domain, vast regions of physical reality (regions beyond our cosmological horizon)
remain permanently undiscoverable by scientific method. If naturalism cannot even
achieve ontological completeness within nature, its extension to rule out the supernatural
is unwarranted. The paper formalizes this into a three-premise argument concluding that
modern science does not vindicate ontological naturalism even at the level of nature itself,
let alone beyond it—directly countering claims that cosmology supports atheism.

4. The Tension between the Multiverse and Intelligent Design in Explaining Fine-
Tuning

Finally, the paper addresses the perceived rivalry between the multiverse and “fine-
tuning via intelligent design” as competing explanations for cosmological fine-tuning, a
position largely advocated by theists. While acknowledging these as legitimate competing
scientific/philosophical hypotheses, the paper contends that framing this rivalry as a
debate between atheism and theism is both unnecessary and potentially damaging to
theistic positions—for three reasons: (1) the multiverse’s non-reference to God does not
make it atheistic, undermining the motivation for theists to oppose it; (2) the multiverse
could simply be true, and God could be its author, making outright rejection of it a
potential departure from truth; and (3) history’s “God of the gaps” pattern—wherein
apparent explanatory gaps are used as theistic evidence only to be later closed by
naturalistic advances, undermining prior faith—counsels against tying theological
commitments to the current boundaries of scientific explanation.

Conclusion

The paper concludes that science and religion, properly understood through the
sufficient/complete explanation distinction, need not be seen as being in conflict, and can
instead be viewed as complementary: science delivers sufficient explanations of observed
phenomena, while religious and philosophical reflection can contribute toward more
complete ones. Our position does not amount to a rejection of science and should not be
interpreted as hostility toward it. Science continues to occupy a special place in our
“epistemic toolbox,” and we should make the fullest possible use of it. However, we must
remain aware of its limits and boundaries to avoid excess and deficiency in understanding
what takes place in science and what can and cannot legitimately be claimed on its basis.
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