| <}
ops dandd e deldiad gs
VYo \QL.MJJJ..:L) (Y.;f' )r}éa)Lo.m MJLM

(C) dJLp (:Lc‘ K.m;b )L\.A‘ g_,\:-L,a
G252 o5 SHean e 1 s ks
SSI L2y s
.k...al.r (,..‘A‘j.:‘.)w}u Jkﬁ»ﬂ‘j}j
u»?uu.a,& Cpwoen | J""KA LSLM.L-§>- )t“"'b:’j
LA G 55 @) 4 20 i gLiael

520 oG0S caandd SLUBSI5. it Sl daea
(C) é;L& rb‘ o&i}b A@M\ r%} andd bl Lo ng:f‘ st)
;.AJBC)L&]LL)JLMJfAPumj}jAg’.‘,\ib)u'\};(:)lﬁ)%b ...................................... L?v':‘gwa‘
odoeis YU gw}ﬂfo@.ﬁb candd Slul o 5
o NCEM PR W (:)K) Aaadd Sl
O‘;é:’ JKiils ‘ua))wl r%}MW)b)l:&b ............ >
@;)\?a&ub‘w)gﬂub ................................................................... D528 )
(&) Lj:Lﬁ (aLa‘ o@b ub;ay\.\ﬂ f%;«.&mlé:h.»\ ............... LS)AJQ.@A QJLx..»u,.».X:..»
u";""‘ S S o&sls A@)Lw\ NS 5 s sLewleeiiiiiii e BURIL RO Loswo
(C) @slo fLA‘ o&isls 5@)’\»4\ r%‘g Ll LY (..laLf.Lo:u
Q‘Jé.: K.m;b‘b;sy\-vJ %}MJLM»\ ................ é}.ﬂ‘ﬁ)ﬂ‘ﬁw\?—‘
s s\ 3 L)j:fa&,;b‘umu;u| ................................................. S sl
(t) TR W rLﬂ\ &isls g@%‘ fj\f} LSl cee 03] jleea Loy
sdowie VLI 80 g gy s Lo 05 . r J5s
bbb asSe ol851s 8 s sl i S llis
odoie YU ¢y o815 (bl olosl O3 iyl sl CEPESIPN
odoee VUL Sdly & s o831 caldd Sl ohbal-s 5sla J5s
(&) é)Lp (*La\ AK&}\J ‘Jdul (*‘))\f) s )l:..ﬁb .......................................................... ug...i').h >
odouie VLI Loy iSO 65 ¢ Silattmmn ol SLaiiloeiiiiiiiiiccc ool sn Badl>
(oS al) s ddenls dolidn gy (5553 5 lidss e Sl YIFA L oslad jsmen pulisl

G| t:"’k“; iy shls

@sba! alﬁb «DOA]J (Philpapers «Philosopher’s Index éua@ab 5 (CS> ub)w: dbuls dolitngy oo
a&b «(noormags) 2P ARG SMoes A\Sab «(SID) @&H‘J sl ‘5«19 <l a&\a «(ISC) f)\.«t‘ ol r}lﬁ

gt wled Sluil pgle pal- G5 (CIVILICA) Sl a0 oL «(magiran) u....fub,..» oMb

oaljall a Hlgs 1l ~1 b
gy 35l ol S5 L L Ll A5 e o5l o8003 STy Loy ) aslihamd g ol o YLis
JLy Yevrven [ asap YVY
VEFOO-104 1 ooy Oskew «(®) éslo plol e oLl o pda o Ol e J..@.wa‘;)f Ol
! r%; winds 03 S 3Ll 5 odhal Coylae (bl 8uSLENs 1 o 5 ale gl
PRRJ@isu.ac.ir: oozl AYAOAY® 1 pled  YaP JSIs (AAT QY 101 0als
prrj.journals.isu.ac.ir :aloes Llole sl
(*YV)AA+4¥4)\ 0 u"g‘b %5)}\;;} ﬂj}g C_,.SJLM ;;"J)*“C"ff.’"\"
@) &3l plal oKsls Wil Ll bl




Yl 55K glaal,
)lﬁw‘._:jjc,\uljal_;yu.atra .AQLA}&)::,&MMUAHQJU:AJJY\AAJLQ g o Lol cfrmglf.\.wayj
Mbawu&ouba Lh.adf.b,fw
L ooshie 23,8 e ¢ll « prrj.journals.isu.ac. ir jwysl & alres Bl _,_.Jb)\;_;i,,b&)lU)rpauﬂ Alia b pdy
Lw&;,ﬁ\ww«ubm:juf) O ) 1y bg e Jorl e 5 a8 Ol Lebed é.u;ml.abu.,\u;)»
wluwﬂaayyua\wmulyda Lo 5 AJJ;JJLM)
Sl e JJL.S w\d..ng)): e d s (Pl wlfj);\gwuba}w wbwswuwjf)>£stb)l Uy
ool 55lse sl [BN 4,5 o ¢ Chicago (Sixteenth Edition) el 31l S eslinal 553 il oL u'“{}")‘ 4.»3);6\
w\om\f))aduqb)>¢ﬂ.s)\}n)\fj: Lol 03 5 anr o S1KC5 alio gt
(Plantinga 1998, 71-72) ks (AT (1754 _olbLb) w5l (i L2531 Sl (S51 56 1) alie gy s glaml IS JSC5
(YO Y AVYVE olblb) i)l W e oS (6,61 -
(Y8 VYA LS5 5 (Ghanl) 100,05 ok 55 53 45 (g, LT -
(PO NYAY 01503 5 (ghaxl) 100,05 0dem 5 53 51 iy &S (5,61 -
) (YAIY VPV ST5 EYF OITAY Gaml) 10n LS o gl i
5l 6ol 3 18T (Ibid, o) s (i) ((Olady SIS G5 5 584 5 5 558 e g Jol L dslen Cl:-)l)\).i.; -
WLV bLb) dle 5 splate S0l BT LS Jl 51 g W1 g 53 2l S5 53 i 5 S0 31 31 i —
(Plantinga 1998b, 58 ¢Y#
G,l;.e I T B U c'l;.e leol) 358 Sl 05 @) ge a0 (bolS) 3N 5 )l c\;.e)'\ b s g i OLL s LY
O
6 L e G pae o e SIS U 5 B X o U LS Sl B S5 o 1O
6")-)‘}" Q‘J.G_v *«f)ﬁ,@)yﬁwja u.aL«..-(a_} VYO S s aSLau_)LA JL.»
Nozick, Robert. 1981. Philosophical Explanations. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
ol 135 by biled i b6 0 Blier L Sl b S5 b 1Sha 55 g ke Wlis
SFA-YO Y ¢ e 4ol Ll (g 5 (,1.45 Sl ol Olnladn AYVE els (dse 1 dle
Shapiro, Stewart. 2002. "Incompleteness and inconsistency." Mind 444: 25-48.
o)led edlis Olger el Jl el &L;;t);u»ru oS S ) aad b bl pls b oYl s gazs s ke WA
).ib (:L: :)Lf&')lJ;u .)t«ﬂ‘)jj (U ‘yt{fb‘); (leio
PS5 Sler Slas VlEs wpazes FA-YO pae OB SIS 53 0b) akaldy VTAY Loseces (Glhe Ly il
Do oDl S 3Ly 10l g LV A koMo
Rickman, H. P. 1972. "Dilthey." Pp. 25-48, in The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Paul Edwards.
New York: Macmillan Publishing Company.
o Sl e il Olps b (pss) @0 ) OMNapl b ol olul J.....lﬁ.\ Jabee oiomen 5 SLS ulM}J plos ¥
3L dlae e dle 35 lacdlssl s @;tb-)\ 8 g .3 g 0351 Al
)‘ d“‘"’)@ﬁj C»L.: U")j"e"ﬁ d..d;u Juj) s CN}A‘} u\j,& a.b)‘.)).:)éj “)'J YO« 6‘)\5,5\»‘; VO 6‘)\5 J’U’LS‘“"\'g’ .0
o TN e e - (A&ils 45, of B3 5 opd s dees S8 sb 4 (o315 0 ST Y Jolis) (S slaslly
J.};.J\:ya.lm::‘yé:uﬁfﬁ‘wje&w\s
s Ll 3 O Jll 35 358 35 i &l s 1 s LnslS 5 oSy el 056 ok 5.5
b alis e o0 0os doex b doc e b b oy leoee 5o cla o Gl 5 bl s Conlie gliab cole) b A wad s dllis LY
Times New Roman ;,5Y) IRLotus12 b asbols 5 lacilssl 5 (Times New Roman 11 ,3Y) IRLotus14 o
D gd by > (9
25 D o el Sl e b psle 3 slel 5 s ade St ) b (3) sl A
..x.:L;J;_:ﬁwfm~~5l,;5w§\‘~~~jlguaaﬁ..~.‘\
2l Dl e b s s g 3 s Jlul Bl Y
QL&MJL«) (J;}:wbé\ub.ﬁ.g.’u(>}w QL{M}: ol ‘a)y .LAL:A.LA AJL.MJB UMNJJLA‘JQL“MJJLJJL{)‘ Hlas .\
el Jlanyl s 512 1y G151 5 5 8 Lnal (Gl S5 L wuﬁ,uﬁwm
OB 5 don Lzl ) o 9 35 Bore Al J s Bhenn g (Slael as 55 r)\? Lyl ek 55 .L:-SJNLU); .
255 byl s (51 0T 31 (5 2 s
RO PP olns 5 Ol 5o (oS dol) (s ddels doliiagyy Y
izin Wlie 5Ll 3003 oS gn e Sk 5 51 s T 5 sl B gl 0 el Ao g0 Womea (g1 3 g 5re 3 (830 B - 4lS
‘wfwl‘,»,aabll,wlfﬂ Kot OLS'SG 5 pi3u b (oYl Ao gaoes 55 (oS 40L) s dduls doliiia gy Uea )3 595
Lol 1 1 aloee o
ol Olg p gho (goboml oKL «Philpapers ‘Phllosopher s Index 6""“‘5‘\-’ 2 (S &ab) o diuls uL.wsJ, Uowe
JB, 52 «(NOOTMAZS) )55 pwanadns Mo ol 13 5 4358 g0 wles (SID) 2Kl slgar ole oMbl oKL 5 (ISC)
Cewl o fows s (magiran) ,_,wfulf,w SleMbl oKl 5 (ensani.ir) gl pobe polr




...... My,,sue.u,; (P9m 4,25 9 (G938 5L adlhe 95wl (Il ph Colee
V-SRI VP12 P TSR e, (v -R Y e
..................................................... o2 Lal g s Lo dwyde 5 Olaw Kjdl
o315 aangd FSLSH Lo oM (ST Sesl) jann 3 pans
.................................................................. d};M‘_;};ideaﬂﬁolfﬁ:t

i 5 p I B8 93 31 308 (512 ) ook o2 51 (62 52 D6 smed D590 58 90 ool
030y (S Oblon (o TGanns ) pain ( Slie 1,5

.............................. hed SLaE e o83 g 2 103N 55 b ag g (slas S0,
SO 2l addy L G 3 pemee S

........................ ‘Sﬁa.?u)bdljﬁd':tww)yuﬁf&jdtuxa)t&b&bd
W Ol S ) el acbls

............................................... Ja 5 Olal BLS | altens 53 p 5 (0 5 080> A
eSS ) (Sl g KG9 Age i deses Sl 35ls U
.................................... Sl 3 SKg) sl 3 G s g ol Saa B g o
LIS

................ a3 825 B g s g5t b ol3 55 duwd g30D & eSS 5 K35 Sy om0
S (Sge s

...................... 93 9 S b sl Ob s pbiefeuy ol lal s Ko p ol 8 s
P G

.................................. PRI SO U FECH IV 3 PR SO I L P W

Sm sl odmws
.......................................... 'JM)“A 3 ‘)m.n' %h‘)) Jn}‘-\& j‘ A'E""'L"_r’ O R
*JG,ALSJ\:.&»AM 4@)115.\.4}4 d.hw..\:.u






o2d adudd aslila g o )
YY—\.Wc\f'\b\;mj"klic(f"g\ﬁ)f}:gu‘mdu ////
(DOT: 10.30497/PRR.2022.239327.1670) _iayj s (- :5’:53

w20 9 ((S9,5 Lo addie 95 b ( Jlew kb cins
¢  n e .
M&J}A&Lf.&;‘): (29

A SVARJATIRICH AP It PET KRR
\‘f.n/nf’/t\'ld}ﬁ.lg@)u Yd).lﬁ-&:w)\.'ﬁ
A WRAAH
LS e

oo

3 e el il (e oly 0355 2315 51 i 203 428 Cow 53 alBle 5550 Pl 51 SG
et 805 55 b g 83 09,3 8313 1 O DLl S eslu o ol o3 w25 SUI S Sas (p e
5 Glate 03 By 2y oS S S D5 & kS s iy 5 oS5
azjfcjb L IVl o e el o g 281y 3ot 5 LS 5o (s adunls LS 5o 51 LS o 0o
eSS al ol sy wjf‘_}i,& (oS ey bl o s ol & STl
IVl Lo 5 s & e ol 5ol 03,8 (S50al (s 425 5 (Saps L) adlge
M)A s e ool A el Sl Sl a5 e e praees 5 e 3 LS
DGl 2 (025 sl Ol It ol 55 (6 i 5o £33 185513 Jool (o2 S
(Gl ol ol SN 0355 sl 0Ll Ladls SLasLs OAS 35l 42w b silats
Ol ((Sols 5 st pilel) Jlie ol 0 5L Gl (s 25 Condls 5 Coages
IVl gla ity L3I L s 0 Jle ol &0 (325 lal 5 Jles sl w0 5L RYSYIe
ple b sl il s slool coppdoele 53 U IS0 o Glas 5 Slomar 51 alis (Gl Sl canl)
wrgn 3l 05 ok i &S e 4 ) @ Lol (00 & 35055 OS5 Dby ol &
oSy 2 Gased (51 sk cpl oMo @ el w8 S aadar o 5555 3L 1 Lsk ol L) e
el 0l 51l a3 S g 0 5o e el G oS 2 cCr 50 (B3l (5550

Lo jlguds

Cies Il ol (25 B w3 425 e a5

(hussynkh58@gmail.com) .ol (o145 55 ply olasls (o3 ahdd (5253 (g goetils )
(gh.khedri@jonoub.tpnu.ac.in (Jsuws sdw ) 012! 0185 L5 ol oK sils cainds 05 8 SLt0ls LY
(a_sadeghi@pnu.ac.in) .ol 016 oy ply oK zals cainds 05,8 HLozsls LY
(Rezaee-mahin@pnu.ac.in .ol e! ol o ply olKils catads 058 Lkl . ¢


https://dx.doi.org/10.30497/prr.2022.239327.1670

Philosophy of Religion Research o o)

Vol. 20, No. 2, (Serial 40), Fall & Winter 2022-2023, pp. 1-22 7
¢ AP

Research Paper (DOI: 10.30497/PRR.2022.239327.1670) t———
The Objectivity of the “Transcendent” Based on the Two
Components of “Inner Need” and “External Experience” in the
Thought of Norman L. Geisler
Hossein Khodadadi* Reception Date: 2021/03/10
Gholam Hossein Khedri? Acceptance Date: 2021/08/24
Aflatoon Sadeghi®

Mahin Rezaei*

Abstract

One of the controversial issues in the religious experience is the reality of the “transcendent".
The "transcendent” is one of the most important positive features of religious experience,
which the constructivists consider it to be born in the mind or as a human subconscious.
Norman L. Geisler, as an essentialist, claims that the object of a religious experience is
something real. In his book Philosophy of Religion, in proving the reality of the
transcendence, he has put forward an argument which, in his own interpretation, is based on
the "empirical method". This method is based on the combination of the two components of
"inner need" and "external experience". In this article we explain and analyze Geisler's
argument and also explore his rational and empirical foundations including: empirical
method, comprehensiveness principle, necessity of verification of the existence of the
transcendent, preference of empirical credibility over the logical possibility of deception, the
experience of supplying the human’s real needs, uncredibility of the denial of the reality of
the transcendent, the generality and reality of the religious experience, the basicness of the
need for the transcendent (sense of origination and dependence), the possibility of satisfying
the need for the “transcendent”, and the existential need for the "transcendent". After
evaluating the the presuppositions of the argument (i.e. common nature of human beings, the
similarity between physical and mental needs, the problem of transcendence in atheism, being
based on induction, the transmission from general to particular, relativism in addressing
religion) we finally came to the conclusion that such a belief is justified for him, because this
belief originates from an inner need. Moreover, for the subject of experience, this belief is
also "true”, because the objectivity of the transcendent is approved.
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Abstract

The main issue of monotheism is how divine unity is compatible with the plurality
of attributes. Hence, the question arises whether God has attributes. If God does not
have attributes, then what are the revelatory attributes with which He describes
Himself? If God has attributes, what is the nature of these attributes and their
relation to His essence? How can one speak of the essence, attributes, and divine
realm? The apophatic and analogical theologies have been formed in response to
these questions, and each has led to some controversies that they have not been able
to solve. Although it is possible that the separation of the truth and the metaphor
according to the Mu‘tazilites and in a few cases according to the Ash‘arites, can act
as a temporary solution, it does not seem to be a defensible solution and requires
another explanation. This descriptive-analytical study tries to express the
metaphysical approach of Mu‘tazilites and Ash‘arites about attributes in terms of
three issues: Are attributes ontological or semantic? Are they real meanings or
names and sayings? Are they divine or human? This research aims to propose a
better solution by providing a new reading of Mu'tazilite approach based on the
aforementioned metaphysical one. In short, although the Ash‘arites consider
attributes to be entities with real and pre-linguistic meanings which God describes
Himself with those, and these attributes have reached humans exclusively through
revelation, investigating the Mu'tazilite approach depicts that the attributes are
semantic matters which are derived from human-linguistic names and are attributed
to God by humans through the reason.
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Abstract

The influence of non-cognitive factors, including sin, on human
knowledge has become a matter of question in epistemology in recent
decades. Religious and mystical texts of different cultures throughout
history have emphasized that humans' existential realms are deeply
interconnected. Masnavi-ye-Mamnavi is an important text that discusses
the influence of sin on human knowledge. In Rumi's view, sin affects the
hereafter and also our existence and rational faculties in this world.
Rumi's emphasis is on the daily sins, not the original sin. According to
him, sins affect knowledge by causing a person to lose mental
concentration due to the sense of guilt he or she experiences after
sinning. In addition, he believes that the damage done to moral virtues
after sinning affects intellectual virtues and, therefore, human
knowledge. While Mawlana holds that sin is effective on all types of
human knowledge, both our knowledge of Divine and non-Divine
realms, his emphasis is on the effect of sin on our knowledge of God and
self-knowledge.

Keywords
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Abstract

In its path to Enlightenment, Europe saw its historical self-consciousness in
breaking with its Christian tradition and the concept of autonomy. In the
twentieth century, however, and in the wake of unprecedented historical
crises, the claim to autonomy and enlightenment was challenged; as a result,
Europe’s relationship with Christianity once again became the subject of
scrutiny and investigation. Broadly speaking, two currents of thought
emerged in response to this question. The first, was to construe this new
historical situation as an extension of the old era, and thus proceeded with a
questioning of all its assumptions and foundations. The second response
construed the contemporary crisis wholly anew and characterized their time
with a form of understanding that is capable of providing answers to life-
long questions. Noting the limitations of both responses, this paper asks
whether theism and humanism can be reconciled. In light of this question,
we examine the concept of Messianism in Jewish philosophical thought in
order to step beyond the current dichotomy and argue for a third response
according to which the relationship of modernity to tradition is not
antagonistic. In fact, messianic ideas generate critical force and constructive
hope for the modern transformative thought.
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Abstract

‘Ayn-al-Quzat Hamadani has paid special attention to the issue of the
diversity of religions and has theorized this multiplicity by dividing religious
belief into two types, real and imitative. The former is related to the main
and direct teachings of the prophets and founders of religions and the latter is
connected with adherents. According to him, the one true religion which
results from the revelation of ultimate reality to the prophets is unique and is
free of any plurality. The diversity occurs just in the beliefs of the majority
of disciples owing to incorrect interpretations or different understanding of
the prophets’ teachings, a fact which is sometimes inevitable. As those
teachings become more distant from their main sources over time, it
naturally causes disagreements and contentions. His main way to overcome
this multiplicity or to accept it as an inevitable fact is first to disaccustom
and abandon the imitative religion and return to the source doctrines of the
prophets through intuition and revelation. It should also be admitted that it is
possible to have different understandings of one single word and we should
acknowledge this possibility and its requisites and welcome the diversity of
religions and beliefs. This essay tries to present and explain ‘Ayn-al-Quzat’s
viewpoint about the mentioned issues.
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Abstract

The modern and postmodern challenges regarding the meaning of life have
been recognized as the root of many mental harms in contemporary human
beings. Love as one of the most fundamental religious-humane concepts can
significantly contribute to the resolution of such challenges. Speaking of the
research question, the present study, using the descriptive-analytical method,
attempts to figure out how the meaning of life based on love can be re-
defined in accordance with the views of Allameh Ja'fari (as one of the recent
religious thinkers). According to the research findings, the meaning of
lover's life is commensurate with the beloved’s value; the more sublime the
beloved is, the more sublime the lover's life will be. Virtual love and real
love have different effects on the meaning of life. When it comes to the
meaning of life, there is a bilateral relationship between love and "belief in
God". As for the connection between love and "purpose”, virtual love can
not only serve as a tool for reaching the "true love", but can be recognized as
the representative of its dignity and its manifestations. In addition to these
components, there is a close-knit relationship between the “human
existential and perfection levels" and the type and level of love. As for the
relationship between love and "art”, people's perceptions of the meaning of
life can generate different arts. Combined with real love, any artwork can
serve as a source of excellence and perfection in society.

Keywords
Meaning of Life, Philosophy of Life, Love, Religion, Allameh Ja‘fari
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Abstract
The concept of faith and reasoning and how they are related is one of the
controversial issues that humanity has been facing for a long time. Norman
Malcolm, an American philosopher and one of Wittgenstein's most famous
students and commentators, has a unique expression about faith and reasoning
and the relationship between the two, relying on Wittgenstein's later thoughts
such as language game, the form of life, etc. By presenting similarities between
the philosophical understanding and the characteristics of Wittgenstein's
religious thought, Malcolm intends to find a solid relationship between faith and
reasoning. Malcolm has explained the types of resemblance between faith and
reasoning by appealing to concepts such as the finality of explanation, religious
wonder, the elimination of error, the belief in the primacy of action and the
groundlessness of belief. This issue leads him to the fact that the source of faith
and reasoning is one thing, and in other words, these two are connected in a
baseless foundation. In this article, with a descriptive-analytical method and in a
systematic manner, an attempt has been made both to achieve a correct
understanding of Malcolm's thoughts about the relationship between faith and
reasoning, using his works and passages, and to review the opinions and
criticisms of his critics such as Peter Winch and Kai Nelson.
Keywords
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Abstract

The science-religion relationship has been investigated more systematically
since the middle of the 20th century. Many theories of different kinds were
suggested in order to figure out this relation via analyzing the content and
history of science and religion. The first generation of these theories
presumed a constant determined essence for both science and religion. Thus,
they described an inherent relationship of either conflict or coherence
between them. While the second-generation theories found these essentialist
views too simplistic, they articulated and categorized various possible
relations between science and religion in a taxonomic manner. Still, in these
theories, the cognitive and propositional dimensions of science and religion
were dominant. In the 90s, by prioritizing the sociological and historical
approaches in both science and religion studies, some new aspects of these
studies emerged. Applied to science-religion relationship debates, these
approaches criticized the former theories for denying dynamic, contextual,
and non-epistemic aspects of both science and religion. As a response to the
critiques, the third-generation theories were developed, in which the
contextuality of science-religion relation took a focal place. In this paper,
three cases of 3rd generation theories (Stenmark’s, Lee’s, and Cantor’s) are
discussed. It is claimed that these recent theories have a better consonance
with the relevant facts. Also, due to being grounded on the two principles of
“Continuity of Human Experience” and “the Existence of Common Actors
in Science and Religion”, these theories provide strong implications in favor
of the possibility and importance of the science-religion interactive
relationship.

Keywords
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Sociology of Science and Religion
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Abstract

The problem of evil and theodicy are acknowledged as inherent parts of the
philosophy of religion. But on the other hand, some are seeking a way to put
an end to this issue. Nick Trakakis is one of them, who by passing over meta
theodicy and critique of theodicy, finally sees the solution in “anti-
Theodicy”. Relying on the objective and practical reality of evil, in addition
to the moral, methodological, and metaphysical flaws of the current
theodicies, he has revised the image of personal God. According to anti-
theodicy, theodicies are based on a personal God, and this is an obstacle to
the compromise between the existence of evil and God's benevolence.
Nevertheless, anti-theodicy has faced criticism in terms of fundamentals,
methodology, and the purpose. In this research, first, the difference between
anti-theodicy, meta-theodicy, and critique of theodicy is discussed and then
the definition and explanation of anti-theodicy from Trakakis's perspective
are explicated. In the end, some of the most important objections to this
theory are proposed: taking a monopolistic attitude toward the moral basis,
having cognitive weakness in common attributes, being prejudiced in
dealing with the problem, ignoring the main problem, not proposing an
alternative explanation of evil, and returning to the logical problem of evil.
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Abstract

According to the current interpretation, Wittgenstein in "Remarks on Frazer's
Golden Bough" takes an expressive approach to religious rituals and cultural
practices. Relying on this approach, he criticizes Frazer's view. Moyal-
Sharrock, relying on this interpretation, considers Wittgenstein as a
proponent of a kind of cultural relativism. But cultural relativism is subject
to objections from the perspective of naturalism and the theory of evolution.
In this article, we will review Brian Clack's interpretation of Wittgenstein.
Clack considers Wittgenstein's view of ritual practices to be compatible with
naturalism and an evolutionary account of the social and cultural life of
humans. We will then examine Emily Heckel's account of cultural relativism
in Wittgenstein's reflections on religious rituals and cultural practices. We
will show: (1) how Heckel defends that Wittgenstein is a cultural relativist in
these reflections, and (2) how Heckel rejects objections of some naturalists
and evolutionists to Wittgenstein's cultural relativism. Finally, we defend the
position that, (a) Wittgenstein is not an epistemological cultural relativist, (b)
from Wittgenstein's point of view, cultural and religious rituals are not
alternatives to science, but they are present in all cultures—including
modern culture—beside science, (c) Wittgenstein is a semantic relativist
about cultural rituals, and (d) Wittgenstein's defense of the significance of
rituals in the social life of human does not conflict with naturalistic study
about human, language, and culture, and one can defend Wittgenstein's
position about cultural rituals from some naturalistic point of view.
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Abstract

The problem of evil has been a challenging issue throughout the history of
religious and philosophical thought. In the past, thinkers would rely on evil
to undermine divine omnipotence, wisdom, and justice. Nowadays, however,
this problem has become a shelter for atheism. The problem of evil is of two
types: logical and evidential. In the logical problem of evil, the claim is that
the existence of evil is not consistent with the existence of Omniscient,
Omnipotent, and Omnibenevolent God, whereas, in the latter, evils are
considered as evidence for undermining theism. This article, using analytical
methods, studies the first problem from Avicenna's viewpoint. Since this
account of the problem is rather new in Islamic culture, Avicenna did not
address it explicitly. Still, perhaps one can derive his opinion from the
content of his views on the attributes of God. In Avicenna's philosophy, God
is a pure actuality who has the necessary causal relationship with the world
and is purified from the human and bodily characteristics. According to
Avicenna, God's power and will are not only concretely, but also
conceptually, the same as God's knowledge. Moreover, all three of them are
limited to the present world. Therefore, God’s Omniscience and
Omnipotence encompass only the beings of this world, not the many
possible worlds we can imagine. Also, Omnibenevolence puts its actions
beyond moral judgments. Accordingly, there remains no room for the logical
problem of evil in Avicenna’s system of thought.

Keywords

God’s Omniscience, God’s Omnipotence, God’s will, God’s Bliss, God’s
Generosity and Omnibenevolence
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Abstract

Spinoza and Mulla Sadra, in spite of having different philosophical
principles, paid special attention to the problem of immediate knowledge of
God. A philosophical dialogue between them can be held, if the two
following conditions are satisfied. First, the ontological features of the object
of that knowledge -that play the essential role in immediate knowledge-
should be identified. In this regard, infinity in Spinoza’s philosophy and
lacking quiddity and being superior to the perfection in Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy can be cited. Secondly, the definition of the immediate
knowledge and its main feature that is relevant to the object of that
knowledge should be surveyed. On one hand, Spinoza points out that the
truth of this kind of knowledge and complete correspondence between that
knowledge and its object are its main characteristics. On the other hand,
Mulla Sadra stresses that such knowledge is confined to the existential
degree of the knower. The comparison shows that Spinoza, in common with
Mulla Sadra, asserts that the immediate knowledge is the most perfect one
which the most perfect existent is its object. Nonetheless, the breadth and the
narrowness of the meaning of the medium, along with inconsistency in
Spinoza’s view and consistency in Mulla Sadra’s position on the immediate
perfect knowledge of God are the matters that distinguishes Spinoza’s views
from those of Mulla Sadra’s.
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2. appearances
3. modes
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6. attributes

7. eternal essence

8. infinite in its own kind

9. thought

10. extension

11. negation

12. property
13. activity
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17. idea
18. perception
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20. true idea
21. that of which it is the idea
22. Ethics
23. Short Treatise on God, Man and His Well-being
24. Treatise on the Emendation of Intellect or Treatise on the correction of the
understanding
25. proximate cause
26. adequate essence
27. intuition
28. reason
29. clear and distinct knowledge
30. feeling
31. enjoying
32. true and sincere love
33. understanding
34. glorious
35. good
36. blessedness
37. self-caused
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