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Abstract

This study addresses the question of how Nathan Séderblom—a prominent historian and
phenomenologist of religion—interpreted revelation within religion. While Western
scholarship has previously examined Séderblom's position on revelation, the present research
distinguishes itself through its comprehensiveness and its critical engagement with divergent
scholarly interpretations. The study is organized around several axes: the relationship
between revelation and religion in S6derblom's science of religion, the origin of revelation, the
types of revelation, and its continuity throughout history. Together, these axes yield a
comprehensive account of revelation in his science of religion. The paper concludes that
Séderblom's interpretation of revelation, though grounded in a Christian framework—
particularly in its claims regarding the centrality of revelation in religion, the origin of
revelation, and divine self-disclosure in Jesus—nonetheless contains innovative elements. In
this innovative reading, revelation is located at a higher level of human consciousness and is
situated along the axis of religious genius. Furthermore, revelation is construed as the central
marker of his discourse, and the point of encounter among religions, and its traces can be
extended to so-called primitive religions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Revelation is an issue that comes up often in the context of Christian theology, although it
is actually a very significant issue in theology as a whole and in philosophy as well. For the
adherents of the Abrahamic religions, the concept of the absoluteness and infiniteness of
God presupposes that the full knowledge of the infinite can only be achieved through
revelation, which is taken to mean an action that occurs from the will of the infinite. In
Christian theology, this knowledge has been contrasted with the natural knowledge that
can be achieved through rational analysis of the order of nature. Nathan Séderblom’s
viewpoint, which is in contrast to rationalist approaches, would seem to be worth
considering. One notable reason for the focus on this thinker in the current research is
that he was highly influential and a major contributor to the history of religions discipline.
It is also notable because his concept of revelation is one that comes from a
phenomenologist of religion.

1. The Connection Between Religion and Revelation

One of the most important problems considered in the current paper pertains to the
connection between religion and revelation. It is worth mentioning that two major
distinct approaches to the problem appeared during the nineteenth century, which was
the intellectual period when Soderblom developed his theory. According to the first
approach, revelation was treated as a fictitious or illusory notion that could not find its
place in religion. This approach assumed that so-called primitive peoples did not have
enough development to have the sense of transcendence that should be perceived
through revelation. However, the second approach suggested considering revelation as a
key element of religion, as it was based on the fact that primitive and civilized peoples had
similar mental qualities and that it was possible to identify the proofs of awareness of the
transcendent in primitive religions. Under such conditions, Séderblom, using his
classification of religions as religions of revelation and religions of culture along with
evidence of the existence of revelation in primitive religions in the modern scientific
literature, places the revelation at the center of religion and considers it to be the highest
form of religious elements.

2. The Source of Revelation

Another important debate in this study is connected with the topic of the source of
revelation. The nineteenth-century scholars confined the notion of revelation to the
human sphere, viewing it as a result of physical phenomena. Their position was based on
the ideas of evolutionism, reductionism, and materialism. Meanwhile, other scientists
disputed these premises since the question of religious experience was attested among
different people throughout history. Therefore, they emphasized that the source of
revelation should be viewed as coming from God, who reveals Himself to humans through
self-disclosure. Speaking of this controversy, Soderblom emphasizes the presence of
religious experience of significant figures in the history of humanity and argues that
reality is too diverse to be described in terms of one principle or to fit into any one
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framework of interpretation.

3. The Nature of Revelation

Another issue addressed in this study concerns the nature of revelation. With the rise of
critical biblical scholarship in the nineteenth century, two approaches to revelation
emerged: propositional and non-propositional. The propositional approach is based on
traditional Christian theology, which regards revelation as the set of propositions
regarding the activities and purposes of God transmitted to humankind in a supernatural
way. From this perspective, revelation consists of eternal and timeless truths embodied in
the teachings of the Church and in Scripture. On the other hand, the non-propositional
approach represents a certain breakthrough in the conception of revelation among
modern theologians. It regards the reduction of revelation to a set of propositions or
verbal statements concerning the nature of God as an unduly narrow perspective.
Revelation is instead understood as God'’s self-disclosure, through which God enters into a
personal relationship with human beings. This approach can be examined in several
interrelated axes, including presence, experience, history, and divine love. Séderblom’s
position is more closely aligned with the latter view. He conceives of revelation as
extending beyond the confines of Scripture and, more fundamentally, as divine self-
disclosure. In a position broadly consonant with Schleiermacher’s, he maintains that God’s
self-disclosure is through individual religious experience. However, taking the concept of
genius into account while describing the process of revelation, Séderblom presents his
own version of revelation which differs from Schleiermacher’s and other theologians’
conceptions.

4. The Continuity of Revelation

The last problem to be discussed in the current study is the continuity of revelation
throughout history. From the viewpoint of traditional supernaturalism, based on religious
doctrine, revelation is considered to be a thing of the past, not the present. Within this
paradigm, revelation is transmitted from generation to generation by means of Scripture
and tradition. On the other hand, in the nineteenth century, a few theologians confirmed
the continuity of revelation throughout history as the basis of religion, which is a living
reality not bound by rational doctrines or theological propositions. Séderblom, drawing
on the notion of the living God and identifying traces of revelation even within so-called
primitive religions, develops a position broadly consonant with that of Schleiermacher.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that revelation is associated with the highest forms of
human consciousness and is centered on religious genius. Revelation also functions as the
central element within the discourse of religion, providing a point of convergence among
diverse religions. Furthermore, signs of revelation can also be found in primitive religions.
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’ personality Mysticism
' the Unio mystica
1 emptiness
2 the One
B Hierophanies

 Holiness
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