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Abstract

Schellenberg has claimed that if God exists, His love must be manifest to all human beings.
However, many human beings do not find any manifestation of this love. The existence of such
non-resistant non-believers indicates that such a God does not exist. In this paper, in order to
evaluate Schellenberg's claim, it is shown that the structure of his argument rests upon four
presuppositions whose validity is seriously questionable within the context of Islamic
thought. The first presupposition: God, in terms of love, must be at the highest degree and
towards all human beings. However, in Islamic thought, God's love is only for those who love
Him, not for all human beings. The second presupposition: God must reveal Himself to
unbiased and sincere seekers in a manifest manner, yet apparently He does not. This article
demonstrates that such a universal manifestation has indeed occurred through the sending of
messengers. The third presupposition: There exist individuals who sincerely seek to
understand God and have a relationship with Him, but have not attained such knowledge. This
paper shows that the sincerity of their effort, the extent of their striving, and their failure to
find evidence—all three—are seriously questionable, since awareness of the message of the
prophets is widely established. The fourth presupposition: It is expected that there should be
sufficient evidence and proofs for knowing such a God. This presupposition indicates that the
non-believer seeks a specific kind of evidence that could serve as proof for God's existence.
The theist, based on the Islamic worldview, can claim that there are multiple sufficient
reasons for God's existence, which the non-believer could attain if they were to adjust their
expectations. Consequently, these presuppositions cannot serve as premises for
Schellenberg's arguments, and the structure of his argument collapses when assessed from
the perspective of Islamic thought.
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