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Abstract

This paper begins with the question of which image of “the law of nature”, namely Humean
regularism, nomological necessitarianism of Armstrong, or Dispositional Essentialism,
provides the most coherent framework for explicating “special divine action” without
undermining scientific realism or theological concerns. Our argument rests on two criteria
sets. At the level of the metaphysics of science, we discuss the distinction between laws and
accidental generalizations, the warranted reliance on counterfactuals, and testability; and at
the level of theology, we address the preservation of divine agency and wisdom, the
independence of natural causes, the distinction between general and particular divine action,
and the management of the problem of evil. Relying on this framework, we show that
regularity-based views incline toward occacionalism and undermine scientific realism, while
Armstrong’s necessitarianism risks dragging theology between deism and an incoherent
interventionism. These deficiencies are fundamental and irremediable. By contrast, the paper
defends dispositional essentialism. In this way, divine action can be understood as “fine
tuning conditions” rather than contravening the law. Reading Cartwright's capacity-centered
approach, the ceteris paribus clause is transformed from a weakening caveat into an
explanatory condition for the manifestation of capacities. And with the Handfield's model of a
“law-abiding miracle,” the uniqueness of the miracle is preserved without breaking the law.
Concerning the problem of evil, this theory clears it of extraneous metaphysical puzzles and
offers a more precise formulation for theological reflection. The final result is that an
enhanced dispositional essentialism provides a single framework for the coexistence of divine
action and natural causes.
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