Philosophy of Religion Research o )
Vol. 24, No. 1, (Serial 47), Spring & Summer 2026, pp. 73-92 7
Research Paper P i

¢ https://doi.org/10.30497 /prr.2026.248605.2027

Emil Fackenheim and the Reinterpretation of Jewish Theology in
Light of the Holocaust: An Analysis and Critique

Milad Azami Maram! =, Alireza Moayyed Rad?

Submitted: 2025.07.20 Accepted: 2025.10.15

Abstract

Emil Fackenheim, one of the most prominent post-Holocaust theologians, endeavored to
reconstruct Jewish theology in light of the Holocaust. According to the authors' analysis, his
theological reconstruction revolved around five central tenets: the presence or absence of
God, evil and theodicy, the biblical covenant, the meaning of history, and the possibility of
faith's survival. Fackenheim considered the Holocaust to be a “demonic” evil and deemed
traditional theodicies inadequate. In his view, from the ashes of Auschwitz, a "commanding
voice" is heard, calling upon Jews to uphold the "614th Commandment." Therefore, Jews are
invited to respond responsibly to atrocities and "epoch-making events," and thus must
abandon the passivity of awaiting a future messianic age. This theological analysis leads
Fackenheim to a politico-religious imperative: since the Holocaust was a product of the
historical powerlessness of the Jews and the lack of support from other nations, the
establishment of the State of Israel is not merely a political choice but a religious duty and the
primary instrument for "Tikkun Olam" (repairing the world) and the survival of Jewish
identity. Fackenheim not only supports the establishment of the State of Israel but, in a way,
bestows upon it necessity and sanctity. This political theology, however, faces fundamental
critiques, including: reliance on the shaky foundations of an argument, the uncritical
sanctification of an earthly state, and most importantly, the creation of a "moral blind spot"
that, by focusing on the historical suffering of Jews, fails to see the present suffering of
Palestinians.
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