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Abstract

The common solution in Islamic philosophy to the problem of free will is of the kind that,
while accepting the generality of causal necessity and God's eternal knowledge, seeks to find a
place for human will (al-irada). However, in this solution, the "Best of All Possible Worlds" (al-
nizam al-ahsan) is reduced to the "only possible world", as if a confusion has arisen between
God's knowledge and His wisdom, and the scope of God's power is constrained. Moreover, in
this model, the explanation of will in human beings does not differ significantly from the
explanation of will in animals. In the present paper, employing the method of philosophical
analysis and taking as its foundation the theory of "the extensiveness of reality beyond
existence" (accepting reality for possible worlds), and by providing a ground for accepting
preference based on priority (awlawiyya) instead of necessity (dartira), a different conception
of the Best of All Possible Worlds is presented. This conception, while taking seriously the
fundamental difference between human beings and other creatures, explains human free will
in such a way that, while accepting the principle "a thing, as long as it is not necessary, does
not come into existence" (al-shay’ ma lam yajib lam yijad) within each possible world, and
negating its applicability to specifically human acts of willing, it becomes possible to defend
the existence of various options before the human being and the possibility of choosing among
them. This new explanation of the problem of free will, in addition to being immune to the
objections raised against previous solutions, is also capable of resolving certain difficulties
such as the problem of bada’.
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