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Abstract

Despite half a century of debate and investigation into near-death experiences (NDEs), several
aspects of this phenomenon remain ambiguous and unresolved. The uncertainty regarding
the prevalence of NDEs, their specific components, and the precise timing of their occurrence
are among the most significant ambiguities. This paper, after reviewing various definitions of
the term "near-death experience" and explaining the aforementioned ambiguities, examines
the philosophical implications of these uncertainties, particularly in relation to supernatural
explanations. The findings suggest that most NDEs are more closely associated with altered
states of consciousness than with death itself. Consequently, the use of the term "near-death
experience” for many alleged cases should be approached with skepticism. The ambiguity
surrounding the specific components of NDEs, which is complicated by the problem of cluster
structures, not only challenges researchers in identifying the essential elements of the
experience but also makes it difficult for proponents of supernatural explanations to
substantiate their claims. Furthermore, the difficulty in determining the precise timing of
NDEs—often dependent on verifying so-called out-of-body observations—poses a potential
challenge for advocates of supernatural explanations.
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